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The first gift of Christmas wasn't what Santa gave that little
boy up at the North Pole in The Polar Express. Neither was it

what the Magi brought to lay at the young Jesus’ feet. It's
what God gave to us there in Bethlehem: his only Son!

John 3:16. There's a reason why this is likely the most well-known and
well-regarded verse in all the Bible. And that's because, it seems to
me, this is the most potent and yet simple summary of the gospel that
we're given in Scripture. It's just one little sentence. But within the
humble boundaries of its vocabulary and grammar, Jesus has stuffed
in some of the most magnificent realities imaginable!

1. The Subject: God

God is the main actor here. As he was in creation, so he is in redemp-
tion—the start of it, the initiator, the first cause. Let it not be said by us
that we somehow got this thing started and made our way back to
God-by our good deeds, by our moral compass, by our sound intel-
lect, by our faith even. Oh no! It doesn't begin with us. It couldn't
begin with us. There would be no getting back to God if he didn't
first get back to us. We fled from him in our sin. He fled after us in his
grace. That's the story.

2. The Object: World

We are not allowed to think that God so loves the world because the
world is so lovely. God loves the world because, as John puts it else-
where, "God is love” (1 John 4:8, 16). He can do no different. Itis his
very nature. Itis who he is. The accent here, therefore, is not put on
our beauty but on God's. We are not meant to see in this verse just
how lovely we are, but just how loving (and gracious and merciful) he
is! And that's why | say we see here not just the surprising breadth of
God's love—that he loves everyone everywhere; but also the surpris-

ing depth of his love—that he loves sinners . . . even sinners like me

and like you.

3. The Gift: Son

He gives his highest treasure for his lowest creature. If you try to mea-
sure the distance between those two points—between where you and
| fell as sinful rebels and where Jesus sat in heaven with Father as his
one and only one-of-a-kind Son—you could pull that tape out for all
eternity and you still wouldn't reach the extremities of it. It's immea-
surable!

4. The Aim: Life

God cast his own Son into that fiery lake so he could bring us up into
his loving arms. God put his only Son through hell so he could bring
you and |, sinners though we be, into heaven.

5. The Call: Believe!

We are all utterly sick, helpless, dying, snake-bit in our sin, suffering
under the curse—"by nature children of wrath” (Eph. 2:3). And from
the gloom, from our place in the dirt, we see the Son lifted up on that
cross—the very emblem of the curse. And we hear the voice of God to
us: “Look and live!” You look to the cursed thing lifted up in the air—
Jesus dying on the cross for my sin in my place—and find that the
cursed effect is lifted up off of you. Jesus becomes a curse to remove
the curse. He takes it on himself to take it off of us (cf. Gal. 3:13).

@ Reflection Questions

e Which of the five points discussed today seems most rele-
vant to you personally and why?

* How might you take John 3:16 with you into your Christmas
celebrations this week? What might change in light of what
you learned today?
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Give your offering online at mercyhillchurch.org/give or place it in the dropbox at the back.

Our Mission & Values

Mercy Hill Church exists to help restore us to God, neighbor, and city
through the good news of Jesus Christ.

FAITH: The Way Back to God | We are
redeemed to enjoy intimate

the Bride of Christ, created and
relationship with him. This value
for God.

presses our church upwards in love

COMMUNITY: The Way Back to
Christ, adopted in the Beloved
relationship with his people.

Neighbor | We are the Family of
and brought into covenantal
Restoring us .

This value presses our

church inwards in love for one another.

MISSION: The Way
the Embassy of Christ,
Savior to be his

Back to City | We are
commissioned by the
ambassadors. This

value presses our church outwards

in love for the unbelieving.

Your Next Steps

When approaching the Christian faith and life, it can be confusing to know where to
even begin. Come find us at the Next Steps Table after the service—it would be our
joy to help you along in the journey! And if you're a visitor, we have a special gift bag
for you. Don't miss it!

Mail: PO Box 23806, San Jose, CA 95153 / '

Phone: (408) 320-7080
MERCY HILL

Email: info@mercyhillchurch.org
Web:  mercyhillchurch.org

Welcome to Mercy Hill Church.
We are so glad you've joined us today!

Announcement Spotlight

End-of-Year Giving!

As you consider making any end-of-year donations, please prayerfully
remember Mercy Hill. We are grateful for your partnership with us for the
sake of the gospel in this city. It's your generosity that makes all we do
possible!

To find information regarding ways to give, scan the QR code below!

If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to us
at info@mercyhillchurch.org.

All Church Prayer - Tonight!

Week of Prayer - January 4-11!

Scan the QR code below for more info and clickable content!

SCAN FOR THE g SUNDAY SIDEBAR

A digital space designed to supplement your Sunday Service experience.
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