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1	 Incline your ear, O LORD, and answer me, 
	 for I am poor and needy. 
2     	Preserve my life, for I am godly;        
	 save your servant, who trusts in you - you are my God. 
3     	Be gracious to me, O Lord, 
	 for to you do I cry all the day. 
4     	Gladden the soul of your servant, 
	 for to you, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 
	 5     	For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, 
	 	 abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you. 
 	 	 6     	Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; 
	 	 	 listen to my plea for grace. 
	 	 7    	 In the day of my trouble I call upon you, 
	 	 	 for you answer me. 
	 	 	 8     	There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, 
	 	 	 	 nor are there any works like yours. 
	 	 	 9     	All the nations you have made shall come 
	 	 	 	 and worship before you, O Lord, 
	 	 	 	 and shall glorify your name. 
	 	 	 10 	 For you are great and do wondrous things; 
	 	 	 	 you alone are God. 
	 	 	 	 11 	 Teach me your way, O LORD, 
	 	 	 	 	 that I may walk in your truth; 
	 	 	 	 	 unite my heart  to fear your name. 
 	 	 	 12 	 I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 
	 	 	 	 and I will glorify your name forever. 
	 	 	 13 	 For great is your steadfast love toward me; 
	 	 	 	 you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. 
	 	 14   	O God, insolent men have risen up against me;     
	 	 	 a band of ruthless men seeks my life,                        
	 	 	 and they do not set you before them. 
	 15 	 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, 
	 	 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. 
 16   Turn to me and be gracious to me; 
	 give your strength to your servant, 
	 and save the son of your maidservant. 
17   	Show me a sign of your favor, 
	 that those who hate me may see and be put to shame. 

Why study the psalms?  That we might have h_____ (Romans 15:4). 

Outline  (Stages or Plateaus) 
Chiastic Structure: Similar verses are mirrored about a central verse or 
verses. 
I.	 (1-4), (16-17) Our Base Camp/Foundation                           
	 (1) Incline - for God to bend down from heaven . . . poor and needy 
	 (4) I lift up my soul . . . gladden my heart 
	 (16 & 3) Be gracious to me 
	 (17) A sign of your favor 
	 —>	 Recognize the Source of solutions to our biggest challenges is w/	
	 	 God 
II.  	 (5), (15) Our God of Steadfast Love  
	 God is merciful & gracious 
	 —>	 Our confident hope in answered prayer is founded in knowing 		
	 	 who God is 
III. 	 (6-7), (14) The Psalmist’s Trial or Issue    
	 —>	 David is more focused on who God is than what his trial is 
IV. 	 (8-10), (12-13)  Our God’s Power & Faithfulness  
	 Past/future performance 
	 All the nations shall worship you - will acknowledge who are 
	 There is none like you 
	 Steadfast love (hesed love)   
	 —>	 Our confident hope in answered prayer is founded in knowing 		
	 	 who God is  
V.  	 (11) The psalmist Responds 
	 Psalmist’s relationship moves toward God 
	 Who is present at the summit 
	 We need to respond to who our God has revealed himself to be 
   	 Walk in your truth (The Truth) 
        David’s response is to pray for his own faithfulness & growth. 
	 —>	 Real Biblical truth can change the trajectory of your life 
	  
	 How can we grow?  We can grow through prayer 
	 3 x 3 x 30 Prayer Challenge/Response 

	 One Last Thing: Romans 8:32 = a sign that fortifies our hope 

Title:	 	 That I May Walk in Your Truth 
Text:		 	 Psalm 86 
Date:	 	 September 15, 2024

Find the sermon manuscript to follow along with online at mercyhillchurch.org.

Big Idea: As we see who our God is, it evokes a response.



Our Mission & Values 
Mercy Hill Church exists to help restore us to God, neighbor, and city 

through the good news of Jesus Christ. 

FAITH: The Way Back to God | We are the Bride of Christ, created and 
r e d e e m e d t o e n j o y i n t i m a t e relationship with him. This value 
presses our church upwards in love for God. 

COMMUNITY: The Way Back to Neighbor | We are the Family of 
Christ, adopted in the Beloved and brought into covenantal 
relationship with his people. This value presses our 
church inwards in love for one another. 

MISSION: The Way Back to City | We are 
the Embassy of Christ, commissioned by the 
Savior to be his ambassadors. This 
value presses our church outwards 
in love for the unbelieving. 

Your Next Steps 
When approaching the Christian faith and life, it can be confusing to know where to 
even begin.  Come find us at the Next Steps Table after the service—it would be our 
joy to help you along in the journey!  And if you’re a visitor, we have a special gift bag 
for you.  Don’t miss it!

Announcement Spotlight 
Prayer Village - Season 2! 

"It takes a village to raise a child" is a well-known African proverb which 
highlights the importance of an entire community of people in raising up 
the younger generation.   Our vision is to see every child in our church 
cared for and supported by an older adult (or two . . . or more) through 
prayer! We believe that while it is the primary responsibility of the 
parent(s) to raise the child, as the church we are also called to play an 
important role in nurturing, raising, and mentoring the children in Christ 
as a church family. We are looking for people like you who might be 
interested in being part of a "prayer village" for the children in our 
church!  

For more info and a link to sign up, please scan the QR code below! 

Mercy Hill Kids - Volunteers Needed! 

Beautiful Day Sign-Ups! 

Mercy Hill Men’s BBQ Hangout + Tasting Tour - 9/21! 

CityTeam's Grace Village Apartment Renovation! 

Scan the QR code below for more info! 

Welcome to Mercy Hill Church. 
We are so glad you’ve joined us today!

Mail:		 	 PO Box 23806, San Jose, CA 95153   
Phone:	 (408) 320-7080 
Email:		 info@mercyhillchurch.org 
Web:	 	 mercyhillchurch.org

For clickable content and 
more announcements,   

scan this code to head to 
our Communications Hub!

Or find it online at mercyhillchurch.org/communications-hub.

SCAN TO FILL OUT A CONNECTION CARD

Give online at mercyhillchurch.org/give or text any amount to 84321 and follow the prompts.

mailto:info@mercyhillchurch.org
http://www.mercyhillchurch.org

