Welcome To Worship
At
Whitnall Park Lutheran Church

December 25th, 2025
Christmas Day ~ 9:30 am only

Pastor Michael Fazio is presiding.

We have come together today as members and guests to worship God
and celebrate new life in Jesus Christ. We hope our worship will be uplifting
and provide a source of hope and strength for the week ahead. Please sign
our Guest Register and introduce yourself as you leave worship today.

If you believe that the Lord is truly present for us in the Sacrament in
body and blood for the forgiveness of sin, you are welcome to join us as
we celebrate the Lord’s Supper.



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE ~ Carol Of The Bells ~ Leontovich/Smith

GATHERING SONG 300 The First Noel

1

The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in
fields as they lay; in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.

Refrain
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! Born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star shining in the east beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day
and night. Refrain

And by the light of that same star three wise men came from
country far; to seek for a king was their intent, and to follow the
star wherever it went. Refrain

This star drew near to the northwest, o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;
and there it did both stop and stay right over the place where
Jesus lay. Refrain

Then entered in those wise men three, full rev'rently upon their
knee, and offered there in his presence their gold, and myrrh,

and frankincense. Refrain



CALL TO WORSHIP
P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity *F, God our Father, our incarnate Lord Jesus the
Christ, and His Holy Spirit, the giver of True Life.

C: Amen.

P: Wonder of Wonders, God has come to us!

C: Not as a judge, but a Savior; not in power, but as a servant.

P: King of Kings, God comes to us!

C: Not in silence, but in the Word made flesh; not in the shadows, but
bringing light.

P: Creator of Heaven and Earth, God is with us!

C: God, in His ever loving Grace and mercy has come to us to free us from
sin and death and fills us with the Light of Life. In the newness of
Christmas may we worship God in the beauty of Holiness. Amen!

HYMN OF PRAISE 289 Angels We Have Heard on High
1 Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains.

Refrain Gloria in excelsis Deo; gloria in excelsis Deo.

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heav'nly song?
Refrain
3 Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king.
Refrain

GREETING

P: The grace and peace of our newborn Savior, Jesus the Christ, God's Word
made flesh, be with you all.

C: And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P. Letuspray . . . Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take
on our human nature and to illumine the world with your light. By
your grace adopt us as your children and enlighten us with your Spirit,
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

FIRST READING a reading from Isaiah 52:7-10

"How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who
announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who
says to Zion, "Your God reigns." ’Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD
to Zion. *Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the
LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. '°The LORD
has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends
of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 283 O Come, All Ye Faithful Vs 1 & 4

1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him born the king of angels:
O come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n!
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing.
O come, let us adore him, Oh, come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!



SECOND READING a reading from Hebrews 1:1-4

'Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the
prophets, “but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds.

*He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being,
and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, *having become
as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than
theirs. This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLIMATION ELW 279 O Little Town of Bethlehem Vs 4
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
Oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!

GOSPEL

P: The Holy Gospel according to John 1:1-14

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. “He was in the beginning with God. *All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come
into being “in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. *The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. °There was a
man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. ®He himself was not the
light, but he came to testify to the light. °The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world. "°He was in the world, and the world
came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. '"He came

to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. ?But to all who



received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children
of God, *who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will
of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and
truth. This is the Gospel of Our Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY 270 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king;
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies;
with angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

Refrain
Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn king!"

2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail, incarnate deity!
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel!
Refrain
3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth.
Refrain



NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and was made
man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A:

With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ's coming into the world, we pray
for the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family.

a brief silence.

A:

>

>0

>0

C:

The church in every land makes a joyful noise to herald your coming,

O God. We give thanks for poets, musicians, and hymn writers who give
voice to our praise, and for all who lead the church’s worship. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

This day dawns with new hope for all living things, and from ocean depths
to mountain peaks the earth rejoices. Inspire in us an urgent zeal to protect
the planet and renew its resources. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Bring heavenly peace to this world and an end to armed conflict. Raise up
leaders in every nation who will honor human rights and establish equal
justice for all people. Give courage to all who speak out against oppression
and advocate for the powerless. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Bless all who gather to worship on this holy day. Be present at our tables
and celebrations and watch over those who travel. Sustain charities, outreach
ministries, and food pantries that give generously to people in need.

God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P:

Guard the lives of any in danger, especially those who work to protect others.
Lead any who are in desperate circumstances to sanctuary, help, and safety.
Grant rest to the weary and soothe those who are troubled . . . God of grace,
hear our prayer.

In Christ we have beheld your glory, full of grace and truth. We give thanks
for those in every generation who reflect the light of Christ. May their
witness shine forth in our time. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we
commend all for whom we pray to the mercy of God.

Amen.



PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

OFFERING/OFFERTORY HYMN 288 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice Vs 1
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;
ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.

Christ is born today! Christ is born today!

OFFERING PRAYER

P: Let us pray .

C: God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your
creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope
as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

909N 9NT

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW Setting Pg 108
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and great is
the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. Having come
into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and accomplished our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again,
we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we ought, but as we are
able. All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in
your holy Church, now and forever.

C: Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION
As we accept the Lord’s gift of His body and blood, we will receive Him
in our prefilled cups containing the wafer and juice or by intinction in the
fullness of faith that God’s love and grace have been poured into these holy
elements. We receive the Lord and share in this holy meal; One Body,
One Mind, One Lord Jesus Christ. This is God'’s precious gift for you.

10



COMMUNION SONG 288 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice Vs 2

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye hear of endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this!

He has opened heaven's door, and we are blest forevermore.
Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

COMMUNION HYMN 272 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

COMMUNION BLESSING

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in His grace.

C: Amen.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 288 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice Vs 3

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to save!

Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A: Letuspray. . . We give you thanks that you have fed us even now with
the banquet that is yet to come. Keep us alert for signs of your presence
in the world around us. Send us now to love and serve all those in need
and make us bold in testifying to the light of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

BLESSING (70 7HE TUNE OF O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL)

P: The Lord Bless and keep you look with love upon you. Be gracious, and
cause His face to shine with peace.

C: Glory to Father, Son and Holy Spirit! The savior close beside us,
God'’s love from harm to hide us, the Spirit's pow'r to guide us.
Evermore!
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SENDING HYMN 267 Joy to the World

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the
sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the
sounding joy.

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.

4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations
prove the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Christis with you!
C: Thanks be to God.
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