Welcome To Worship
At

Whitnall Park Lutheran Church

. "77(//////‘15/ .(./(‘I{/

‘ /})/' {///.(///.\" r////n'. 2

December 24th, 2025
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
5:00 pm and 7:00 pm

Pastor Michael Fazio is presiding.

We have come together today as members and guests to worship God
and celebrate new life in Jesus Christ. We hope our worship will be uplifting
and provide a source of hope and strength for the week ahead. Please sign
our Guest Register and introduce yourself as you leave worship today.

If you believe that the Lord is truly present for us in the Sacrament in body
and blood for the forgiveness of sin, you are welcome to join us as we celebrate
the Lord’s Supper. Children are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.



WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE ~ Were You There On That Christmas Night ~ Carolyn Mijokovic

GATHERING SONG 283 O Come, All Ye Faithful

1

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! O come ye, O come
ye to Bethlehem; come and behold him, born the king of angels:
Refrairm:
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, born of a virgin,
a mortal he comes; Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! Refrain
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, all ye citizens of
heaven above! Glory to God in the highest: Refrain
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee
be glory giv'n! Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: Refrain

GREETING

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE 270 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

1

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king;
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.”
Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies;
with angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!"

Refraim: Hark! The herald angels sing,
"Glory to the newborn king!"

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,

late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb.

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail, incarnate deity!

Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! Refrain
2



3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth.
Refrain

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P. Letuspray. . . Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the
brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the
light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his
glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

FIRST READING a reading from Isaiah 9:2-7

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth
of a royal child with a name full of promise. While Judah's king will practice justice
and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God'’s passion for the people: The
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this!

*The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in

a land of deep darkness —on them light has shined. *You have multiplied the
nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the
harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. *For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken
as on the day of Midian. °For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the
garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. °For a child has
been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
"His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the
throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice
and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the
LORD of hosts will do this. This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.



7:00 PM SENIOR CHOIR~Away In A Manger(Forever Amen) ~Wickham, ljames

PSALTER HYMN/LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 267 Joy to the World
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king;
let ev'ry heart prepare him room and heav'n and nature sing,
and heav'n and nature sing, and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.
2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
3 No more let sin and sorrow grow nor thorns infest the ground;
he comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.
4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations
prove the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love,
and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love.

SECOND READING a reading from Titus 2:11-14

The appearance of God'’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity.
Consequently, in the present we live wisely and justly while also anticipating
the hope of our Savior’s final appearance.

"For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, **training us to
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that
are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope
and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.
"He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity

and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
The is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE HYMN 279 O LiTTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM
1 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
2 For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond'ring love.
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the king, and peace to all the earth!
3 How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav'n.
No ear may hear his coming; but, in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.
4 O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
oh, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Immanuel!

GOSPEL

P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke 2:1-20

C: Glory to you, O Lord.

'In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. °This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. >All went to their own towns to be registered.
*Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family
of David. *He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. °While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. ’And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn. °In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping



watch over their flock by night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. '°But the
angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news
of great joy for all the people: "'to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. "This will be a sign for you: you will find

a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." *And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God

and saying, "*"Glory to God in the highest heaven,and on earth peace among
those whom he favors!" "When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem

and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us."
'°So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in
the manger. "When they saw this, they made known what had been told them
about this child; '®and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
told them. "But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. *The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them. This is the Holy Gospel of Our Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY 290 Go Tell It On The Mountain
Refrain
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev'rywhere,;
Go tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born!
1 While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heaven there shone a holy light. Refrain
2 The shepherds feared and trembled when, lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain

3 Down in a lonely manger the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and was
made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

A:

With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ's coming into the world, we pray
for the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family.

a brief silence.

Your infinite love is born to us this night. With choirs of angels the church

proclaims the good news. Send us out as messengers of the hope that has
come to all people. God of grace,

: hear our prayer.



A: You are pleased to dwell with your creatures and the whole earth sings
for joy. Renew the splendor of creation from the smallest cell to the
widest galaxies. Guide us to be wise stewards of your gifts for the sake
of generations to come. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Your authority is over the nations. Break the rod of oppression in every land
and free all people from fear. Bring peace where there is war, compassion
where there is suffering, and healing where there is disease. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

A: Your lovingkindness embraces everyone in need. Help any for whom this
season is lonely or joyless. Comfort those among us, or known to us, who
are experiencing distress of body or mind, missing loved ones, or grieving.
God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P: You cherish those who are most vulnerable. Protect infants and children
and bless those who care for them. Watch over women giving birth,
attend the dying, and relieve any who are in pain . . . Shelter
refugee families and those who have no home. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

P: You welcome those who have died into the joyous light of glory.

We give thanks for the saints of every time and place who have praised
you with lives of faith and humility. Inspire us by their example to
love you by serving others. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.

P: Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus,
we commend all for whom we pray to the mercy of God.

C: Amen.

PEACE

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.

C: And also with you.



OFFERING/OFFERTORY HYMN 288 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice Vs 1
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today;
ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.

Christ is born today! Christ is born today!

OFFERING PRAYER

P: Letuspray . ..

C: God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your
creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and hope
as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

: And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy . . . we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

TN NTD

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW SETTING PG 108
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; you are most holy, and great is
the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. Having come
into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will and accomplished our salvation.

9



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: take and eat; this is my body,
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and his promise to come again,
we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, not as we ought, but as we are able.
All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in your holy
Church, now and forever.

C: Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION
As we accept the Lord'’s gift of His body and blood, we will receive Him in our
prefilled cups containing the wafer and juice or by intinction in the fullness
of faith that God'’s love and grace have been poured into these holy elements.
We receive the Lord and share in this holy meal; One Body, One Mind,
One Lord Jesus Christ. This is God'’s precious gift for you.

COMMUNION SONG 227 Blessed Be God, Who Forgives
Blessed be God, who forgives all our sins, who heals all our ills,
who crowns us with mercy and love.

10



COMMUNION HYMNS 271 I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve

274 On Christmas Night

COMMUNION BLESSING

P:

C:

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in His grace.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE Eiw 207 Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise

Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell ev'ryone what God has done.
Let ev'ryone who seeks the Lord rejoice and bear the name of Christ.
Send us with your promises and lead your people forth in joy

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A:

C:

Let us pray . . . We give you thanks that you have fed us even now with the
banquet that is yet to come. Keep us alert for signs of your presence in
the world around us. Send us now to love and serve all those in need and
make us bold in testifying to the light of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen

BLESSING

P:

C:

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus, Our Lord.
Amen.

Before singing Silent Night, the Pastor and Assisting Minister will light the
candles of worshipers in the front pew of each section of the church,.

Parishioners will then light the candle of the person next to them passing
the flame on until every candle is lit. As you light your candle,

Please hold the lit candles upright and tilt unlit candles into the flame.

*Once everyone’s candle is lit, we will begin singing.*

11



SENDING HYMN 287 Silent Night, Holy Night!
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
(Lift candle)
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
(Lower candle)
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
(Lift candle)
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
(Lower candle)
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
(Lift candle)
Radiant beams from thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
(lower candle and extinguish)

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Your light has come!
C: Thanks be to God.
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