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2025 ELDERS 
Toni Carter			   Agnes Donohue
Michelle Gardner		  Janet Lumpp
Jay Vessels			   Laura Zolman
Kennedy Feltner-Happy

2026	ELDERS
Wes Bullock			   Nancy Goulson
Sarah Kercsmar		  Zach Murphy
Ray Reynolds			   Katie Whaley

2027 ELDERS
Tracy Bruno			   Julia Linscott
Vanessa Keith			   Helen Richardson
Lyle Watt			   Rob Wethington

2025 DEACONS
Debbie Acker			   Alicia Hart
Susan Liddle			   Matt McMahan
Derrick Meads			  Zane Kercsmar

2026 DEACONS
Cynthia Bruno			  Martin Hendrix
Heidi Robbins Hall		  Emily Adkins
Tony Sidor			   Ann Farrer

2027 DEACONS
Katherine Bullock		  Jeff Ehlert
Jim Olive			   Sharron Townsend
Elizabeth Tremoulis

MSPC STAFF
Senior Pastor - Rev. Matt Falco
Business Manager - Kate Copley
Social Worker - Ashlee Vogelsang
Music Ministry Director - Ted Gentry
Children’s Ministry Director - Michelle Jones
Youth Ministry Director - Rob Wethington
Communications Director - Marrianne Russell

CONTACT
Website: maxpres.org
Phone: 859-255-1074
Office Hours:  
Mon-Thurs 9:00 - 4:30
Friday - 9:00 - 4:00

The Maxwell Street App, available through the Apple 
and Google Play Stores, makes keeping up with MSPC 
worship, activities, and support easy.

REMINDER
Deadline for the October 2025 MIM is 
Tuesday, September 16, 2025.

Please submit all items/articles to Marrianne 
Russell, our Communications Director. If you 
have articles ready before the deadline, send them 
in. You may submit a hard copy or send it via email 
to marrianne@maxpres.org 

Endowment Grant 
Requests
The Maxwell Street Endowment supports 
church programs and missions beyond the 
annual budget. Last year, over $48,000 was 
awarded to 12 projects, including youth trips, 
E7 Kid’s Café, and our Early Care Center.

Committee chairs and program leaders are 
invited to submit funding requests by October 
15, 2025. Awards will be announced at the 
Annual Meeting on November 24, 2025.

Questions or submissions? Contact Jim 
Gardner at jameswilsongardner@gmail.com.
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP
SEPTEMBER 7
Rally Sunday - Philemon 1.1-21, The Lord’s Supper
“On the Basis of Love” - Rev. Matt Falco

SEPTEMBER 14
Maxwell Street Legal Clinic - Conclusion of Service
1 Timothy 1:12-17 and Luke 15.1-10
“I Once Was Lost” - Rev. Matt Falco		

SEPTEMBER 21 
Rev. Kathy Riley

SEPTEMBER 28
Psalm 146 and Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 
“Signed, Sealed, Delivered.” - Rev. Matt Falco

Conclusion of Service
Our Denomination’s Book of Order provides guidance 
related to our worship together as a community in a 
section called The Directory for Worship. There, under 
W-4.0503, it states that “It is appropriate to recognize 
the conclusion of a period of service, giving thanks for 
the gifts and calling of particular persons—whether 
through ordered ministry, as deacons, ruling elders, 
or ministers of the Word and Sacrament; in specific 
acts of discipleship; or in other forms of service to 
the church, in the community, or in the world. This 
recognition may take place in the context of the 
Service for the Lord’s Day, either as a response to the 
proclamation of the Word or as an act of sending, or in 
other services of worship. The service includes prayers 
of thanksgiving and intercession for those concluding 
their ministries…” For this reason, we will recognize 
the many years of ministry of the Maxwell Street Legal 
Clinic on September 14th in worship. I hope you will 
join us for this special service!

Home Communion
We are offering home communion on the first Sunday 
of each month. If you or someone you know would 
like to receive communion at home, please contact the 
church office at 859-255-1074 to make arrangements.

Rally Sunday
Sunday, September 7 
Let’s fill the sanctuary this Sunday! All our Fall 
Programs will be up and running. It’s a great day to 
get back to Maxwell Street!

Lexington Sacred 
Music Festival
You are invited to “In One A-Chord: Lexington Sacred 
Music Festival,” presented by CHI Saint Joseph Health, 
September 21–28, 2025, as part of Lexington’s 250th 
celebration. As part of the festival, Maxwell Street 
Presbyterian Church will host a free concert on 
Tuesday, September 23 at 6:30 PM. All are welcome.

Welcome Committee 
Volunteers Needed
Remember your first visit to Maxwell Street Presbyterian? 
Volunteers help greet at the side door and elevator access, 
and we’d love more families, couples, or singles to join. 
You’ll be scheduled just once or twice every three months, 
with quarterly meetings, and no special training—just a 
welcoming smile. We also provide doughnuts on Third 
Sundays! Contact Toni Carter at 231-499-2923 or 
tonicarter1410@gmail.com

Maxwell Street Block Party
October 18, 2025
Come enjoy food, games, and live music at Maxwell 
Street! More details to follow!

New Wineskins Update
ELEVATOR MODERNIZATION
We’re excited to share that Session has approved 
the modernization of Maxwell Street’s 35-year-old 
elevator as the first project of our New Wineskins 
Campaign. Thanks to your generosity, the funds 
are already available, and our trustees are working 
with contractors to finalize updated quotes. We 
anticipate work beginning this fall. While the project 
is underway, there will be times when the elevator is 
out of service, temporarily impacting the accessibility 
of our building. We’ll keep you informed about 
downtime through the Friday Email and on Facebook, 
so you’ll know what to expect. 

This project ensures Maxwell Street remains 
accessible to people of all abilities for generations to 
come. Thank you for helping make this possible!

WORSHIP NEWS
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The Session of Maxwell Street Presbyterian Church 
met on Monday August 4, beginning at 7:00pm 
with prayer and confirmation of a quorum. 

The elders warmly welcomed Karen Williams and 
Caroline Rose as new members and are anticipating a 
couple of other new members to be received at a later 
date. Katie Whaley helped us center our thoughts with 
a reflection entitled “Living Faith Out Loud.” 

Session completed its third boundary training, 
covering lessons on preventing abuse and exploitation 
in pastoral ministry, along with case studies. All elders 
successfully passed the exam. Pastoral prayers were 
lifted for several individuals and families facing loss 
or illness, with the congregation encouraged to see the 
newsletter for the full list.

Several committees presented different motions for 
consideration. Christian Formation received approval 
to join a new Downtown Youth Group and began 
seeking a new church librarian. Mission reported on 
a special offering to support immigrant ministries 
and noted plans to honor the closing of the Maxwell 
Street Legal Clinic in September. Worship announced 
participation in Lexington’s 250th celebration with a 
sacred music event.

Other highlights included progress on the college 
ministry room, upcoming elevator estimates, and 
renewed focus on volunteer engagement. The meeting 
adjourned with prayer at 8:24 pm.

UKIRK CAMPUS MINISTRY

UKIRK Campus Ministry
Wednesday Nights at 7pm
The University Community Encounters God Here. 
That’s what we mean by UKirk. UKirk is Maxwell 
Street’s Campus Ministry. U stands for University. 
Maxwell Street was created to serve the University 
Community; it was our founding mission. Kirk also 
points back to our roots: to our congregation’s Scottish 
heritage. Kirk (and church), derive from the original 
Greek language of the gospels. κυριακόν (kyriakon) 
δωμα (dōma)) meaning Lord's (house). This should be 
a place that fosters connections with God and equips 
those engaged in teaching and learning to live as 
Christ taught. Our UKirk Student group meets weekly 
on Wednesday nights at 7:00pm for a free dinner, 
fellowship, and study. Keep an eye out in the bulletin 
and Friday mailer for other fun multi-generational 
opportunities such as the University Community 
Brunch following worship on September 7th. If you’re 
connected with the University, mark your calendar 
and join us! 

UKirk Brunch
Sunday, September 7 after worship
Calling all college students…AND college faculty and 
staff!  We’d like to invite you to an open house and 
grand opening of the NEW college room on Sunday, 
September 7 after worship!  We’ll have brunch together 
and give students and faculty/staff to meet one another, 
too.  Students – just bring yourself.  Faculty/staff – if 
you could bring a dish to share, that would be most 
appreciated!  Questions?  Contact Sarah Kercsmar at 
sarah.kercsmar@uky.edu.

We want to stay in contact 
with College Students in 
Other Places too! 
Do you have a college or graduate student who is studying 
AWAY from Lexington?  We’d love to keep in touch with 
them!  Please send their address to Agnes Donohue on 
the Campus Ministry committee: agnesdonohue@
rocketmail.com .
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Clothing Drive 
Items Needed
With the arrival of the cooler months, we are hoping 
to fill the clothing room  with plenty of warm items.  
If you find you have too many taking up space at your 
place, I would love for it to take the space here at 
Maxwell Street. 
Items needed most:
- Sweatpants 
- Sweaters
- Long sleeve and short sleeve t-shirts
- Bath towels
- Blankets

RANDOM ACT OF KINDNESS
UK’s Big Blue Pantry Needs 
our Help!
The University of Kentucky has the largest incoming 
class in history, over 6,500 students! Maxwell Street 
helps the Big Blue Pantry (a food pantry for UK 
students) by taking specific donations to help make 
sure no student goes hungry. They are in need of the 
following items: 
- Tuna			  - Dry Pasta
- Pasta Sauce		 - Granola Bars
- Cooking Oil		 - Rice

Thursday Night Meal 
Volunteers Needed
We’re looking for a few more volunteers to help 
with Thursday Night Meals this summer. There’s 
always room for extra helping hands—whether it’s 
serving food, welcoming guests, or supporting the 
team. If you’d like to be part of this meaningful 
ministry, please reach out to Laura Zolman at 
volunteer@maxpres.org

Restocking Toiletries
We’re re-stocking our toiletries and cleaning supplies 
to help families in need. Donations can be dropped off 
during church office hours or on Sundays. These items 
help real people with real needs in our community. 
Items needed most:
- Small/travel-size soaps
- Small/travel-size shampoos
- Lotions
- Deodorant (male and female)
- Any household cleaning supplies (disinfectant 
wipes, sprays, etc.)

CROP Walk
Sunday, October 12 | 3pm 
The 2025 Crop Walk is Sunday, October 12 at 3pm 
starting at Second Presbyterian Church. This annual 
fundraiser is a multi-generational walk which 
promotes awareness and support for local hunger 
missions, especially through God’s Pantry Food Bank. 
You’re welcome to join in the fun and walk or simply 
support the CROP Walk by making a donation to the 
church for the CROP Walk. Questions about the walk, 
please contact Judy Maxson, organizer, at 859-699-
9454 or jke659@gmail.com. www.crophungerwalk.
org/lexingtonky Help STOMP out hunger!

Starting Again
How one Rwandan teen leaned on Zoe Empowers 
after tragedy. At age 19, Emmanuel lost everything. 
Both of his parents. His only sister. A chance at a 
college scholarship. He believed his life was over and 
fell into a hopeless depression. It was around this time 
that Zoe Empowers Rwanda entered his life.

Emmanuel still remembers the day he was introduced 
to the empowerment program—October 17, 2019—
because now he considers it the best day of his life. He 
was less optimistic then but gave Zoe a chance anyway.
The three years following that initial meeting 
transformed Emmanuel. He began as a young man 
grieving the tragic loss of his family and emerged as a 
successful veterinarian and respected employer.

How did he do it? Learn more by 
scanning the QR code to the left. 

MISSION
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Fall Kerygma Class
Matt’s Midweek Discipleship Class 
- All Are Welcome!
“Wisdom’s Table: Exploring Faith with Women Theologians”
Explore the heart of Christian belief through the 
voices of women theologians—past and present. This 
16-week class will explore key doctrines, including 
God, Jesus, salvation, and justice, through scripture, 
storytelling, and real-life application. Deepen your 
faith and discover new ways of seeing God at work in 
the world. Wednesdays at 10:30 in the Church Library, 
or join us on Zoom. Contact Matt (matt@maxpres.
org) for the link to the class. 

N.A.D.Y.A. Book Group
N.A.D.Y.A. Book Group meets from 6-7:30pm at 
the home of Jason & Andrea Williams. This book 
group toggles between fiction and non-fiction and 
fosters unique discussion of current topics related 
to the literature. For the next meeting, September 
14, the group will discuss I Leave It Up to You 
by Jinwoo Chong. Questions, contact Jason at 
jasonmckinleywilliams@gmail.com .

Young Adults Group
September 11, 7pm
Our 22– 39-year-oldish (we don’t card and our leader is 
not nearly that young) young adults — both single and 
married — love connecting and deepening their faith 
together. You’ll often find them sharing meals at local 
spots, pitching in with mission projects, and helping 
lead church programs. They will regularly meet on the 
2nd Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm. This month, 
they’re gathering at the home of Michelle Jones for food 
and conversation about Holy Troublemakers led by 
Matt. Come, join the fun! For location and more info, 
contact Matt. matt@maxpres.org

Stitchmates 
2nd and 4th Saturdays at noon
We meet twice  a month on the second Saturday in the 
Church Library. Bring  the projects you are working 
on and enjoy this time of fellowship! Questions,  
contact Elise (elisekalika56@gmail.com).

Words & Wine
Friday,September 5 at 6:30pm
Words & Wine meets Friday, September 5 from 6:30-
8:00pm at Becky Kemper’s home to discuss The Names 
by Florence Knapp. For the October 3 meeting, we 
are doing something a little different: choose your 
own banned book.  As we were contemplating what 
to read for October, we noted that Lula Dean's Little 
Library contained a wonderful reading list, so we 
decided to go with "choose your own banned book" 
for that meeting.  It also turns out that our meeting 
coincides with the beginning of Banned Books Week: 
https://bannedbooksweek.org/

Here is the list of titles from Kirsten Miller's author's 
note (those with an * have been banned in parts of 
the country):

•	 *Beloved by Toni Morrison
•	 *Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl by 

Anne Frank
•	 *Maus by Art Spiegelman
•	 The Hemingses of Monticello by Annette 

Gordon-Reed
•	 How the Word Is Passed by Clint Smith
•	 *Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson
•	 *Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret by 

Judy Blume
•	 *All Boys Aren't Blue by George M. Johnson
•	 *Gender Queer by Maia Kobabe
•	 All That She Carried by Tiya Miles
•	 *The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood
•	 *Nickel and Dimed by Barbara Ehrenreich
•	 Battling the Big Lie by Dan Pfeiffer
•	 Humankind by Rutger Bregman

Feel free to choose from this list, another list, or to 
share ideas!  I can't wait to hear what you all picked. – 
Lauren Falco (laurenefalco@yahoo.com)

3rd Space Sunday
Sunday, September 21
3rd Space Sunday (aka Donut Sunday) happens on the 
3rd Sunday of each month at 9:30 in the Fellowship 
Hall. I hope you’ll join us for 3rd Space Sunday on 
September 21!

FELLOWSHIP & STUDY
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Thank you, 
Martha DeYoung

I didn’t know how many 
years Martha DeYoung 
has overseen the libraries 
at MSPC, so I called her 
to ask.  She didn’t know 
either, it had been so long.  
It might have been as long 
ago as the late 1980’s when 
Dana was here.  It was 
certainly at least 33 years.  
My son Will (age 33) and 
I frequently visited the 
library to take out children’s 

books, and I have fond memories of that library.  That 
is my little story, but I’m sure countless members have 
their own memories of browsing the library or doing 
research or simply enjoying the atmosphere of sitting 
among all those books.  

Over these past years, under Martha’s direction, the 
church has amassed an excellent collection that is easily 
accessible and extremely useful.  The adult library has 
a very strong Bible reference section along with many 
other theology books.  There are also sections addressing 
current issues, biographies, and even some fiction.  

I am helping with the children’s library now, but this 
collection is built on the start that Martha gave it. Some 
of my favorite picture books are the ones from Martha’s 
time selecting books.  I’m also assisting Michelle Jones 
with Sunday School, and every Sunday we use the Bible 
reference and picture books that she selected.

The other thing I know from working in the children’s 
library now is how much labor goes into keeping the 
library organized, attractive, and accessible.  I’ve always 
admired Martha, but now I am in awe of the job she 
did for so many years.  Have you noticed the book 
truck off the 1st floor lobby?  Those books get changed 
frequently and reflect topics of current interest.  Martha 
is responsible for this service.

The time has come when Martha feels she needs to step 
back from the libraries.   While we understand, we don’t 
know what we’ll do without her services.  She will be 
sorely missed!

Martha, thank you for your incredible gift to us.
~ Michelle Gardner

Update on the 
MSPC Native Garden

The native garden has been the recent recipient of an 
Eagle Scout project undertaken by scout Leah Collins of 
Troop # 419 in Lexington. Leah and her crews have done 
a marvelous job making the space beautiful and eye-
catching.  They crafted a sitting bench and kiosk from 
scratch using donated materials from local companies. 
The "Little Library" was repaired, repainted (leaving 
the original child's inscription inside) and moved to 
a new location. All structures were carefully secured 
with concrete posts for stability. The prior metal signage 
poles from the Blevins' sorority days were removed 
along with tomato cages remnants, bricks, rocks and 
tons of Paw-Paw roots and weeds. After landscape 
edging of the perimeter, 4 truckloads of donated mulch 
were used to groom the site and protect our plants. It 
looks stunning!

Four separate crews were employed to do the work 
under Leah's guidance and leadership working in the 
hot sun and often until dark.  Members from Maxwell 
St. included Sarah, Joe, Zane and Kierstan Kercsmar 
and Dan and Ann Farrer. 

Fall plans include adding more shrubs and plants that 
are rabbit resistant!  Once the kiosk is completed semi-
annual literature will be added to educate passersby as 
to the benefits of native gardening. We hope the space 
becomes a peaceful refuge and educational opportunity 
for those at our church and in the community.  Please 
feel free to wander by and soak in nature! 

*Anyone wishing to share native forbs or seeds for fall 
planting please contact Ann Farrer.
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FINANCIAL INFO
July 2025 Income/Expense Report 

New Wineskins Campaign
Thank you to all those who have pledged and donated towards the New Wineskins Capital Campaign. 
As of August 19, we have received $187,652.80 out of the $619,940.87 pledged. Thank you for your 
generosity! If you have questions or need to make arrangements for your pledge, please contact Kate 
Copley in the church office (859-255-1074 or kate@maxpres.org).
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THANK YOU’S
Thank you to all those who volunteered at Thursday 
Night Meal in August: Matthew Perry, Peter Perry, Anne 
Chesnutt, Bonnie Eads, Johnnie Evans, Carolyn Sayre, 
Kathy Riley, Andrea Williams, Susan Mossman, Rich 
Copley, Nancy Ricker, Bill Handley, Jeff, Kristy & Eddie 
Ehlert, Michelle Gardner, Mary Waxham.

Thank you to those who have donated items from their 
gardens: Joe Paul, Megan & Troy Cooper, Rich & Kate 
Copley.

Thank you to Clancy and our friends at the Peach Cobbler 
Factory who donated food for the Thursday meals.

Thank you to Glean KY for donating fresh produce for 
the Thursday meals. 

Thank you to Brad & Hydee Hawkins for donating frozen 
treat for our friends at the community dinner.

Thank you to those who ushered in August: Tracy & 
Cynthia Bruno, Zane Kercsmar, Matt McMahan. 

Thank you to those who sponsored sanctuary flowers 
in August: John & Cindy Cantrell in celebration of their 
70th anniversary; Luke Morgan; Megan, Troy & Clara 
Cooper in celebration of Eli’s 6th birthday.

Thank you to those who provided special music in 
August:  Jayden Bowman, Victoria Sullivan, Nauval 
Fauzi, Lydia Rufin, Theo Meads.

Thank you to Jim Olive for leading music and playing at 
the Hawkins memorial.

Thank you to the sound/tech team: Bill Smith, Jonah 
Falco, Jim Lumpp, Rich Copley, Jay Vessels.

Thank you to those who served punch in August: Jim 
Olive, Becky Kemper, Jane & Maddie Andreatta, Zane 
Kercsmar, Gretchen Bishay.

Thank you to the trustees for their recent work on Blevins 
and church air conditioners and the Mahan garage. 

Thank you to all those who painted and worked on the 
campus room: Alicia Hart, Lauren Hart, Jonah Falco, Bill 
Smith, Warren Waxham, Rob Wethington, Megan James

Thank you to Jason Williams and Lauren Falco for 
organizing and hosting our book groups.

Thank you for all the school supplies donated for children 
living in Westminster Village apartments.   You were very 
generous.   Seventy backpacks were distributed, filled 
with all supplies requested by teachers, plus extras.

Women’s Retreat Recap
Thanks to Michelle Jones for organizing a group from 
Maxwell Street to attend the 2025 Women’s Retreat at 
Montreat. Ten Maxwell Streeters attended workshops, 
worship and lots of other activities. What a great way 
to commune with nature, God and friends. The 2026 
retreat is scheduled for August 14-16, 2026. Look for 
more information in the coming months. 
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CHILDREN'S  NEWS
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Eli Cooper (September 1)
Andrew Spencer (September 2)
A.J. Rose Schwake (September 4)
Alden Frye (September 15)
Rebecca Foley (September 21)

Sunday School Curriculum
Grow, Proclaim, Serve!
We will explore families in the Bible, learn how today’s 
faith families care for children as they grow, build 
loving relationships, and find out what it means to be 
part of God’s family! Children gather in large groups 
for the Bible story, music, and movement, then break 
into age-level small groups to dig deeper and apply the 
story to their daily lives. We look forward to learning 
and gathering together!

GeNext
GeNext is a program designed for 4th and 5th graders 
to give them a place to connect and prepare for Youth 
Group. 

Fall GeNext Meetings: 
September 7
October 19
November 9

Children’s Choir 
The Children’s Choir meets immediately after Sunday 
morning worship in the Choir Room until noon. Robin 
Morrill supervises and accompanies the choir and works 
with our scholar singer directors. The children learn 
songs for occasional worship services. Children age 3 
through 5th grade are welcome to our first rehearsal on 
September 7.

Thank you to our volunteers! 
Kate Copley - GeNext Volunteer 
Pam Boldt - Sunday School Class
Kari Boldt  Sunday School Class 
Carol Jordan- Sunday School Class
Sara Baird- Sunday School Class

Photos from Recent Sunday School and GeNext 
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SEPTEMBER SCHEDULE
September 7
Maxwell Street Youth Group (11:30-1:30)

September 14
Maxwell Street Youth Group (11:30-1:30)

September 21
Maxwell Street Youth Group (11:30-1:30)

September 28 - FALL BREAK
DYG Mini Golf @ Lexington Ice Center 5-7
No Maxwell Street Youth Group 

For more  information on Maxwell Street’s Youth 
Group or to find out how you can be involved, contact 
Rob at 859.457.2180 or Rob@MaxPres.org.

Downtown Youth Group
Maxwell Street's Youth Group has been invited to trial 
joining the Downtown Youth Group this fall semester. 
The DYG is an ecumenical collaboration between five 
like-minded congregations (Central Christian, Christ 
Church Cathedral, Faith Lutheran, 1st Pres, and 2nd 
Pres) in downtown Lexington. This will allow for our 
youth to have the opportunity to meet others in our 
community that they may not have an opportunity to 
get the chance to, as well allow for them to learn from 
others perspectives.

Kickball-Off
Our 2025-2026 year of youth group kicked off with a 
thrilling game of kickball on 8/17. This year, the parents 
pulled off a 12-11 win, with the MVP going to Derek 
Meads, the Parents Roller. The youth's motto was to 
"kick it to the moms" which ultimately lead to their 
demise, as Anna Wethington caught a high ball for an 
out to end the game. It was a great game and a great 
time celebrating the beginning of the year. Thank you 
to everyone who came out! 

Youth Group is Back!
Youth Group will start meeting again on Sundays after 
service until 1:30PM. We will meet in the Youth Room, 
on the top floor of the educational building. Lunch will 
be provided. 

YOUTH NEWS
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