5 Day Devotional

Day 1. We Arethe M ovement

Devotional

Have you ever felt like you're waiting for something significant to happen in your life or church? Maybe
you're thinking, "One day I'll make areal difference,” or "Someday our church will truly impact our
community.” But what if | told you that the movement of God isn't something we're waiting to join—it's
something we're already part of ?

The early church in Acts faced real challenges, just like we do today. They weren't perfect people living in
aperfect time. They dealt with cultural tensions, resource distribution problems, and leadership challenges.
Y et through it all, they understood a profound truth: they were actively participating in God's ongoing
work of restoration.

Every time you choose kindness over criticism, every moment you extend grace instead of judgment, every
instance you stand up for justice rather than staying silent—you're participating in bringing heaven's values
to earth. You're not preparing for ministry; you are ministering. Y ou're not getting ready to be the church;
you are the church.

This perspective changes everything. Instead of fegling like we're on the sidelines waiting for our turn, we
realize we're already in the game. God has called us out from the ordinary patterns of this world to partner
with Him in extraordinary ways. Sometimes that |ooks like miraculous healings, but more often it looks
like choosing unity over division, justice over convenience, and love over fear.

The movement isn't coming—it's here. And you're not just invited to join it; you're essential to it. Y our
unique gifts, your specific calling, your particular sphere of influence—these aren't accidents. They're
God's strategic placement of you in His ongoing work of redemption.

BibleVerse

"In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among them complained
against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. So
the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, ‘It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry
of theword of God in order to wait on tables. Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who
are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give
our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word." This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and
Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid
their hands on them. So the word of God spread. The number of disciplesin Jerusalem increased rapidly,
and alarge number of priests became obedient to the faith." - Acts 6:1-7

Reflection Question
In what specific area of your life have you been waiting for "someday” to make a difference, and how
might God be calling you to step into that calling today?

Quote
We are the movement. Not that we were. Not that we one day will be, but that we are. And since the
beginning, until Christ calls us all home into glory, that is always going to be present tense.

Prayer



Lord, help meto seethat | am already part of Y our movement. Open my eyes to the opportunities around
me to bring Y our kingdom values into my daily life. Give me courage to step into the calling Y ou've placed
on my life, knowing that Y ou've equipped me for this very moment. Amen.

Day 2: Called Out with Purpose

Devotional

What does it mean to be "called out"? In our culture, being called out usually means being publicly
criticized or corrected. But in God's kingdom, being called out carries a completely different meaning—it's
an invitation to partnership with the Creator of the universe.

The word "church" comes from the Greek word "ecclesia," which means "assembly of the called out ones."
But called out for what? We're called out from the ordinary patterns of thisworld to partner with God in
bringing heaven's order to earth's chaos. We're called out from selfishness to service, from division to
unity, from injustice to righteousness.

Think about the early church in Acts 6. They were called out from ignoring problems to addressing them
head-on. They were called out from protecting their own interests to caring for the marginalized. They
were called out from maintaining the status quo to creating something beautifully new.

Thiscalling isn't just for pastors or missionaries—it's for every believer. Whether you're ateacher, a
parent, a business owner, or a student, you've been called out to be God's representative in your sphere of
influence. You're not just living your life; you're participating in God's grand plan of restoration.

Being called out means we don't get to blend in with the world's values. When culture saysto look out for
yourself, we're called to serve others. When society says to write people off, we're called to extend grace.
When the world saysto avoid difficult conversations, we're called to pursue unity and justice.

This calling is both a privilege and a responsibility. God has chosen you—yes, you—to be part of His
solution to the world's brokenness. Y ou're not an accident or an afterthought; you're a strategic placement
in His kingdom plan.

BibleVerse
"So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.” - Ephesians 4:11-12

Reflection Question
What specific area of brokennessin your community or workplace is God calling you to address, and what
would it look like to partner with Him in bringing His kingdom values to that situation?

Quote

In the Greek, the word church means ecclesia, which means assembly, but more so assembly of the called
out ones. Called out for what? Well, we're called out with purpose of partnering with God to bring the
kingdom of heaven to earth.

Prayer

Father, thank Y ou for calling me out to be part of Y our kingdom work. Help me to see the specific ways

Y ou want to use me to bring Y our love, justice, and unity to the world around me. Give me boldnessto live
differently and wisdom to know how to partner with Y ou effectively. Amen.



Day 3: Confronting Conflict with Grace

Devotional

Nobody likes conflict. Most of us would rather pretend problems don't exist than face them head-on. We
convince ourselves that if we ignore issues long enough, they'll somehow resolve themselves. But the early
church teaches us a different approach—one that transforms conflict from a destructive force into an
opportunity for growth and unity.

When the Hellenistic Jewish widows were being overlooked in the daily food distribution, the apostles
didn't minimize the problem or hope it would go away. They didn't form a committee to study it for
months. They gathered everyone together and addressed it immediately and directly. Thiswasn't about hurt
feelings over carpet colors or music styles—this was about serious injustice that threatened the very heart
of their community.

Healthy churches—and healthy relationships—confront conflict. They don't avoid it, spiritualize it away,
or let it fester until it explodes. They address it with grace, wisdom, and a commitment to finding solutions
that honor God and serve people.

The apostles’ approach gives us a blueprint: acknowledge the problem honestly, involve the affected
partiesin the solution, and empower others to take leadership. They didn't get defensive or dismissive.
They didn't blame the complainers for being divisive. Instead, they saw the conflict as an opportunity to
demonstrate kingdom values.

Conflict, when handled biblically, can actually strengthen relationships and communities. It forces usto
clarify our values, improve our systems, and demonstrate our commitment to justice and unity. The early
church's willingness to confront this issue head-on led to explosive growth and even priests coming to
faith.

When we avoid necessary conflicts, we often perpetuate injustice and alow small problems to become
major divisions. But when we face them with grace and wisdom, we create opportunities for God to work
miracles through seemingly ordinary situations.

BibleVerse

"In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among them complained
against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. So
the Twelve gathered all the disciplestogether and said, 'It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry
of the word of God in order to wait on tables. Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who
are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give
our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.' This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose
Stephen, aman full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and
Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid
their hands on them. So the word of God spread. The number of disciplesin Jerusalem increased rapidly,
and alarge number of priests became obedient to the faith." - Acts 6:1-7

Reflection Question
Isthere a conflict or injustice in your life, family, or community that you've been avoiding, and what
would it look like to address it with the same grace and wisdom the apostles demonstrated?

Quote
Healthy churches confront conflict. They were quick to confront this conflict. They didn't try to brush it
off. They were proactive. They weren't reactive.

Prayer



Lord, give me courage to face conflicts rather than avoid them. Help me to approach difficult
conversations with grace, wisdom, and a heart for justice. Show me how to be part of solutions rather than
perpetuating problems, and use these challenges to strengthen relationships and demonstrate Y our love.
Amen.

Day 4: The Miracle of Choosing Unity

Devotional

Sometimes the most extraordinary miracles happen in the most ordinary moments. We often look for God
in the dramatic—the healings, the supernatural signs, the obvious interventions. But what if | told you that
one of the greatest miraclesin Acts 6 had nothing to do with supernatural power and everything to do with
supernatural character?

When the apostles asked the community to choose seven men to oversee the food distribution, something
remarkable happened. All seven chosen had Greek names, indicating they were from the very group that
had been overlooked. The majority willingly entrusted leadership to the minority. The home crowd said to
the newcomers, "Y ou take the lead on this."

This should have been impossible. Human nature tells us to protect our own interests, to maintain control,
to trust people who look and think like us. The Hebraic Jews could have easily said, "Thisis our house, our
city. We'll handle this." But instead, they demonstrated something that defied human logic—they chose
unity over self-preservation.

Thisisthe kind of miracle that changes the world. Not because it defies the laws of physics, but because it
defies the laws of human selfishness. When people witness believers choosing unity over division, justice
over convenience, and others needs over their own comfort, they see something that can only be explained
by the transforming power of God.

The result? The word of God spread, disciples multiplied rapidly, and even priests came to faith. People
weren't just drawn by supernatural signs; they were drawn by supernatural love demonstrated through
ordinary decisions.

In our polarized world, choosing unity is still miraculous. When we choose to listen to those who are
different from us, when we empower others instead of protecting our position, when we fight for justice
even when it's inconvenient—we're participating in the same kind of miracle that transformed the early
church.

BibleVerse

"In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among them complained
against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. So
the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, 'It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry
of the word of God in order to wait on tables. Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who
are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and will give
our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.' This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and
Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid
their hands on them. So the word of God spread. The number of disciplesin Jerusalem increased rapidly,
and alarge number of priests became obedient to the faith.” - Acts 6:1-7

Reflection Question



Where in your lifeis God calling you to choose unity over self-interest, and what would it look like to
empower someone different from you to take leadership in an area that affects you?

Quote

Thisis one of those times where something seemingly normal should be looked at as a miracle. Because
you've got the home crowd that's saying, yo, they could have said, look, we're the majority, we're going to
take the charge. But that's not what they do.

Prayer

God, help me to see unity as a miracle worth pursuing. Give me the supernatural grace to choose others
needs over my own comfort, to empower those who are different from me, and to demonstrate Y our love
through ordinary acts of extraordinary selflessness. Use my choices to draw othersto Y ou. Amen.

Day 5: Ministry Takes All of Us

Devotional

Have you ever felt like ministry is something that happens "up there" while you sit "down here"? Like the
real work of God is done by pastors and staff while everyone else just shows up and participates? The early
church reveals aradically different picture—one where every person's gifts, abilities, and passions are
essential to God's work.

When the apostles faced the challenge of caring for neglected widows, they didn't hire more staff or work
longer hours. Instead, they recognized that ministry takes all of us. They understood that their calling was
not to do all the ministry but to equip others to do the ministry. They empowered seven Spirit-filled
individuals to take leadership in this crucial area.

Thiswasn't about del egation because they were too busy—it was about multiplication because they
understood God's design. Each person in the body of Christ has unique gifts, abilities, and passions that are
needed for the church to function fully. The passion of those seven men for justice and care for the
marginalized was exactly what was needed to solve this problem.

Too often, we fall into the trap of thinking that if we're not in "full-time ministry,” our contribution doesn't
really matter. But that's not biblical. Whether you're gifted in administration, hospitality, teaching,
encouragement, or service, your gifts are not optional extras—they're essential components of how God
wants to work in the world.

The moment we stop seeing every believer asaminister and start seeing ministry as something only
professionals do, we limit God's work and rob the world of the unique contribution each person brings.
Y our workplace is your mission field. Y our neighborhood is your ministry. Y our family isyour first
congregation.

God hasn't called pastorsto do all the ministry while everyone else watches. He's called pastors to equip
you to do the ministry He's specifically designed you for. The question isn't whether you're called to
ministry—you are. The question is: what specific ministry has God equipped and positioned you to do?

BibleVerse
"So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his
people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up.” - Ephesians 4:11-12

Reflection Question
What unique gifts, abilities, or passions has God given you that could be used to serve others and advance
His kingdom, and what's one practical step you could take this week to put those gifts into action?



Quote
Ministry takes all of us. Each of us has gifts, has abilities, has passions. It was the passions of that group
that got those widows taken care of.

Prayer

Father, help me to see that I'm not just a spectator in Y our kingdom work—I'm a participant. Show me the
specific ways Y ou've gifted me to serve others and advance Y our purposes. Give me courage to step into
the ministry Y ou've designed me for, and help me to see every area of my life as an opportunity to serve

Y ou. Amen.



