
FALL, 2023 | SERMON ON THE MOUNT
Life Group Worksheet

Week 1 - Distinctive Influence

Introduction:

“We have titled this entire series, ‘Radically Distinctive.’ The English term,
‘radical,’ comes from the Latin term, ‘radix’ which means, ‘at the root.’ In this
series, we are going to see in the teaching of Jesus that the Kingdom of God is
distinctive at the root. Roots not only stabilize trees in the face of storms, but roots
provide a network through which the tree can be nourished. In that sense,
followers of Jesus are radical in that they are rooted in Him. And being connected
to Him, and rooted in Him, followers of Jesus are to be distinctive in the culture
around us. That is at the heart of the message of the Sermon on the Mount. The
message is not only in so many ways counter-intuitive, it is also counter-cultural.
Jesus Himself is radically distinctive, and He is calling those who trust Him to a
radically distinctive life.

“Last year at Grace Church we looked intently at the Beatitudes. Jesus opened the
Sermon on the Mount with a character profile of the man or woman who is
“blessed” in the Kingdom of God. The portrait was counter-intuitive. Each of the
eight characteristics was linked in some way to the others. Jesus’ portrait of a
blessed man or woman was distinctive. As the Sermon on the Mount continues in
verses 13-20, Jesus moves from teaching about how believers have distinctive
character to teaching about how believers have distinctive influence.” -Pastor Tim

Mathew 5:13-20
13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness
be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and
trampled under people’s feet.

14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do
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people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to
all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and
earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is
accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments
and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Discussion Body:

Prior to meeting, please read through Matthew 5:1 - 7:29 in its entirety.

Read Matthew 5:13-20 aloud in Life Group.

1. In Matthew 5:13, Jesus said that we are to be the salt of the earth. What did He
mean by that? What are some of the functions of salt?

2. What are specific ways believers can be salt in this world?

3. (V. 14-16) What are the functions of light in the natural world?
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4. In what sense is the church a light in the world?

5. (V. 17-20) Jesus is preparing the listeners for what will follow. “For truly, I say to
you…” Why is it so important to those who follow Jesus that Jesus fulfilled all the
law?

6. (V. 19-20) The righteousness Jesus desires for us involves more than outward
appearance. It first involves transformation inwardly. What sort of righteousness
did the Scribes and Pharisees seem to practice?

7. What was the righteousness Jesus referred to that could exceed that of the
Pharisees? (See Romans 1:16-17, and II Corinthians 5:21)

“What Jesus is demanding is not more righteous deeds by human effort, but more
righteous hearts by divine grace. He is not saying that you must have quantitatively
greater righteousness, something like a righteousness that is numerically greater than
the scribes or the Pharisees........ This is not an outer righteousness to show everyone
how good we look, but an inner righteousness that shows how gracious and powerful
God is.”

-David Platt, Exalting Jesus in Matthew, ed. Daniel L. Akin, David Platt, and Tony
Merida, Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary (Nashville, TN: Holman Reference,
2013), page 96.

8. What impacted you most about this week’s passage from the sermon on the
mount?
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