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December 21, 2025
10:30  AM

Prelude   In dulci jubilo   Marcel Dupré
Dennis Bergin, organ

In sweet rejoicing now sing and be joyful.
Our heart's delight lies in the manger, and shines as the sun in his mother's lap.
You are Alpha and Omega.
				    attr. Heinrich Suso, 14th Century

Carillon on a Ukrainian Bell Carol   Gerald Near

Welcome
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor    

We Prepare Our Hearts for Worship   God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen    
Caroline Engel, Ellie McGinty, Catherine McLean, vocals; Carrie Smith, piano; 
Prudence Barker, Julia Teves, violin; Bob Nagy, cello; Charis Baker, flute; 
Holly Henske, clarinet; Will Barker, trombone; Matt Brantley, bass; 
Billy Stulac, Ariana Stout, guitar; Greg Wagener, drums

God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas Day;

God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay,
Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas Day;
To save us all from Satan’s power when we have were gone astray.

Chorus: O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy;
O tidings of comfort and joy.

Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place,
And with true love and brotherhood each other now embrace;
This holy tide of Christmas all other doth deface. (Chorus)

This holy tide of Christmas all other doth deface. (Chorus)

Music: Keith and Kristyn Getty; arr. Brad Henderson; ©2011 Gettymusic and Fionan de Barra (admin. By Music Services). All rights reserved. Reprinted with 
permission under CCLI #254738. 

Worshiping God, Very and Eternal!
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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

*God Calls Us to Worship   1 Samuel 2:1-2, 1 Chronicles 16:28b  
Reverend David Barnes, Associate Pastor

Pastor: 	 My heart rejoices in the Lord; 
People: 	 My horn is exalted in the Lord … because I rejoice in Your salvation. 
Pastor: 	 There is none holy like the Lord:
People: 	 For there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God.
All: 	 Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength!

*Raise Your Voices!   No. 218   Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

*We Invoke His Presence

God Exposes Our Need   John 1:1-11  
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent 
from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, 
that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about 
the light. The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 
He came to his own, and  his own people did not receive him.

We Confess Our Sin

Christ Provides for Our Need   John 1:12-13 
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God.
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*Promised from Creation!
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Joy Has Dawned

Words and Music: Keith Getty and Stuart Townend; ©2004 Thankyou Music (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing); 
All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under CCLI #254738.
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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

* Confession of Faith   Westminster Confession 8:2-3
Pastor: 	 The Son of God, the second person in the Trinity, being very and eternal God, 

of one substance, and equal with the Father, did, when the fullness of time 
was come, take upon Him man’s nature, with all the essential properties and 
common infirmities thereof; yet without sin: being conceived by the power of 
the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin Mary, of her substance.

People: 	 So that two whole, perfect, and distinct natures, the Godhead and the 
manhood, were inseparably joined together in one person, without 
conversion, composition, or confusion. Which person is very God and 
very man, yet one Christ, the only mediator between God and man. 

Pastor: 	 The Lord Jesus in His human nature thus united to the divine, was sanctified 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit above measure; having in Him all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge, in whom it pleased the Father that all 
fullness should dwell: to the end that being holy, harmless, undefiled, and full 
of grace and truth, He might be thoroughly furnished to execute the office of 
a mediator and surety.  

People: 	 Which office He took not unto himself, but was thereunto called by 
His Father; who put all power and judgment into His hand, and gave 
Him commandment to execute the same.

*News of Great Joy!   No. 215   While by the Sheep We Watched at Night

We Invoke His Help  Isaiah 41:10a   
Darren De Groot, Elder

 Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God.

God Calls Us to Stewardship   Exodus 35:4b-5a  
This is the thing that the Lord has commanded. Take contribution to the Lord. 
Whoever is of a generous heart, let him bring the Lord's contribution.

We Give Our Grateful Offerings
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We Prepare for God’s Word   Holy is His Name   
Sanctuary Choir

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord
And my spirit exalts in God my Savior.
For He has looked with mercy on my lowliness
And my name will be forever exalted.
For the mighty God has done great things for me
And His mercy will reach from age to age.

And holy, holy, holy is His name

He has mercy in ev'ry generation
He has revealed His power and His glory.
He has cast down the mighty in their arrogance,
And has lifted up the meek and the lowly.
He has come to help His servant Israel,
He remembers His promise to our fathers.

 
Words & Lyrics: John Michael Talbot © 1980 Troubadour For The Lord Music. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission under CCLI License # 254738. 

Children's Church - Pre-K, Kindergarten & 1st Grade, Room 207 Children & Teachers 
please come forward AFTER the Offertory. Parents, please accompany your child to 
register them for their first visit.

God Proclaims His Word	 Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor
	 Scripture Text	 Luke 1:46-55 | page 856 in the pew Bible 
	 Sermon Title 	 Mary's Song

*Hail the King of Glory!   No. 229   Gentle Mary Laid Her Child    

*Benediction 

*Postlude   Reprise:  Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
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“We shine the Spotlight On Christ”

Sermon Notes 

Mary's Song
Reverend Dr. Russell St. John, Lead Pastor  
Luke 1:46-55 | page 856 in the pew Bible

Since the Lord has done great things, you must magnify the Lord!

1.  The Lord has done great things for Mary

2.  The Lord has done great things for many

*Congregation please rise
Unless otherwise indicated, all Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a 
division of Good News Publishers. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission.


