
 
 
 



 

 

A Note from Pastor Clay 
 

 

First of all, I want you to know how honored I am to serve with you as your Transitional Pastor. As I have 
mentioned before, I’ve preached more already at NBC than any other church where I was not the pastor. It 
is similar to when I was pastor at Temple Baptist Church in Durham. I had served as Associate Pastor for three 
and a half years when the Senior Pastor was led to another church and they asked me to consider moving from 
associate to senior. After several months of discussion and prayer, they felt led to call me as Senior Pastor and I 
felt God leading me to accept their call. It was an especially good experience in that they knew me “warts and all” 
and still felt led to call me, and I knew them “warts and all” and felt honored to be their pastor. While you do not 
yet know ALL my warts and I’m sure I don’t know all yours, we still know each other pretty well and both 
affirm each other in this new formal relationship.   
 
My title is Transitional Pastor rather than the more familiar Interim Pastor because we see this time, not as a 
“pause” as you seek your next pastor, but as a time when we will continue to grow as Christians and minister 
together in Jesus’ name as we wait on the Holy Spirit to work through our Search Team to bring the pastor that 
God is already preparing for NBC. This is an exciting time as we work and grow and serve and wait for the Holy 
Spirit to do His work preparing our church and our prospective pastor and family. So this is a time for us to be 
joyful and prayerful, while at the same time continuing with Bible study, worship, and all the special 
opportunities that the months ahead present to us. I agree with the lyrics of one of our favorite seasonal songs, 
“It’s the most wonderful time of the year!”   
 
Secondly, Sherry and I want to thank you all for the sweet notes and generous gifts you presented to us on 
Pastor Appreciation Sunday. After our being with you for such a short period of time, it was so kind of you to 
remember us in such a special and generous way. I pray every day that the Lord will use me as a blessing to you 
even as He uses you to bless us.   
 
If you are available on Mondays and Wednesdays for lunch, please let me know so we can have lunch together 
and get better acquainted. That would certainly help me as I try to put faces and names together, plus it would 
just be fun for me. You don’t have to take me to lunch, I’ll take you! Just call me and say, “Clay, would you like 
to take me to lunch?” I look forward to our times together each week in worship and Bible study.  

 


