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A Note from Pastor Clay 

I just celebrated my 80th Christmas. I was born on January 23, 1945. When I give my 
birthdate, it looks like this, 012345. 
 
Now that’s a lot of Christmas trees, Christmas gifts both given and received, 
Christmas plays and other special church services, Christmas stockings (except when I 
was growing up it was shoe boxes) filled with fruits, nuts, candies and toys, Christmas 
Eves and Christmas Days. Wouldn’t I love to have a picture of my family gathered 
around each one of those 80 Christmas trees to remind me of who was there each 
year and how we looked. Across those years, we would see precious people drop out 
of the family picture while other precious people would be added. We would be 
reminded of how much we have changed over the years, 
how our families have changed and how the world has changed. But here’s the Good 
News, the Christmas story has not changed. It is still the “old, old story, of how a 
Savior came from glory.” 
 
No matter how much our families have changed, life has changed or we have 
changed, the story we celebrate is about the Savior who changed our lives through 
His redeeming blood. It is the celebration of the One who loved us ‘ere we knew Him 
and the One who plunged us to victory beneath the cleansing flood. Such a marvelous 
story MUST be celebrated no matter what else might have changed in our lives. 
 
Thank you for the privilege of celebrating Christmas with this loving church family! 
Wishing each one a Happy New Year and all the best in 2026.  


