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A Note from the  

Director of Music & Education 
 

 

Did you know that God has a first name?...well it says so right there in a song! “Andy walks with me, Andy talks with me, 
Andy tells me I am His own!” 
 
That joke always comes to mind whenever I sing the song In the Garden. The choir probably gets tired of my jokes, but I 
made it back in June when we began to prepare to sing In the Garden earlier this summer. It is an anthem that we have done 
in the past and I like to pull it out when we need something quick and easy to throw together quickly. The hymn text and 
tune were both composed by Charles Austin Miles (1868-1946), who was known as a pharmacist before he turned to 
writing gospel songs. He is most famously known for the tune and text, In the Garden. When researching Charles, I came 
across this quote, “It is as a writer of gospel songs I am proud to be known, for in that way I may be of the most use to 
my Master, whom I serve willingly although not as efficiently as is my desire.” I pray that in whatever we do, while it may 
not be writing gospel songs, that we would do so with the passion of Charles and seek to use our own gifts and abilities to 
bring honor to God.  
 

I come to the garden alone, while the dew is still on the roses;  
And the voice I hear, falling on my ear, The Son of God discloses.  
 
He speaks, and the sound of His voice is so sweet the birds hush their signing;  
And the melody that He gave to me within my heart is ringing. 
 
I’d stay in the garden with Him Tho’ the night around me be falling; 
But He bids me go; through the voice of woe, His voice to me is calling.  
 
And He walks with me and He talks with me, And He tells me I am His own,  
And the joy we share as we tarry there, None other has ever known.  
 

Go forth and tarry with God.  
Blessings,  

Blaine Pittman 
 


