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Did Abraham Obey God Totally When God Asked Him To Leave Ur?

Abraham’s response to God’s call was only partial obedience. Abraham was
supposed to leave his family in Ur and go to a land God would show him. But we
see his father, Terah, leading the way, even though God specifically told him to
leave his idol—worshiping family behind.

Then he stopped halfway when they came to Haran and they settled there (Genesis
11:31). When Terah dies, Abraham gets going again and we read in chapter 12:1
“The Lord had said unto Abram...” the Lord had said this, 25 years previously,
when Abram was approximately 50 years old.

To obey the Lord partially is to disobey Him. When the Lord had told Abram to go
to Canaan, he cannot fulfill that command by going to Haran. Haran was not
mentioned in the call. You cannot keep God’s command by doing something else
which pleases you better. The essence of obedience lies in its exactness.

Abram was 50 years old when he initially heard God’s call. But he didn’t leave
Haran until he was 75. Obviously, Abram faltered in his obedience. But God
didn’t give up on Abram. Rather He waits for Abram.

It is clear in the initial disobedience in not leaving his family behind had a direct
connection to his stopping halfway.

We also see that Abram allowed his nephew Lot also to tag along with him. It is
only after the death of his father and the separation of Lot, that the Lord again
speaks to him in Genesis 13:15 and tells him “all the land that you see I will give
to you and your offspring forever.”
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God gives us a second chance. His mercy is new every morning. His grace is
limitless. But the fulfillment of God’s promise in our lives always comes with
obedience.

Application Question:

Abraham allowed Terah and Lot to slow down his walk with God. Who have you
allowed priority in your life who is slowing down your walk with God and what
are you going to do about it?

Quote:

If you know that God loves you, you should never question a directive from Him.
It will always be right and best. When He gives you a directive, you are not just to
observe it, discuss it, or debate it. You are to obey it.—Henry Blackaby

Prayer:

Lord, I pray that You will help me today to obey You in all that You tell me to do—
not halfway but fully. Please give me Your strength I pray. Amen.

Read Genesis Chapter 12
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