
CARE MINISTRIES NEWSLETTER – SUMMER EDITION 
 
Welcome to the inaugural issue of the care ministries newsleter. 
This newsleter is intended to help us as caregivers encourage each other through tes�monies 
and other highlights, while also giving an overview of the care ministries provided by Church of 
the Saviour. Please feel free to pass this newsleter on to others whom you think could benefit 
from the content. If you have any sugges�ons, stories, or tes�monies please do contact either 
Roy (roys@coswayne.org) or Wendy (wendyterry226@gmail.com). In addi�on, if you have a 
name in mind for which we should call this newsleter, please share it. We will try and have 
some op�ons by next quarter on which to vote. 
 
We Are Stretcher-Bearers 
One of my favorite stories of Jesus in the Bible is from Luke chapter 5: 17 – 26. I am sure most of 
you know this story about a paraly�c man that cannot make his way to Jesus to be healed. 
However, some men/friends carried this man on a mat (stretcher) to come before our Lord. 
They were stretcher-bearers. But the crowds were so large that they could not make their way 
to Jesus. So, they climbed on the roof with the paraly�c into and dug their way through layers of 
a mud roof and lowered the sick man down before Jesus. An interes�ng pivot in this story 
occurs in verse 20: “When Jesus saw THEIR faith, he said “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” 
 
As ministers of care, we are the way many who cannot make it to the foot of Jesus on their own, 
are carried to Him. There are three points in this story I would like to focus on. 
 

1. The men/friends of the paraly�c saw the need. They knew what the sick man needed, 
and they were willing to help. 
 

2. The men/friends of the paraly�c understood that the only hope for this sick friend was 
to get him to the foot of Jesus. However, it was that they knew Jesus was the answer is 
not known, but what is known is that they were willing to “get dirty” to make sure their 
friend had hope. 
 

3. Finally, when the man was lowered in front of Jesus, he saw their faith. He saw the faith 
of those carrying their friend to our Lord. He saw the faith of the stretcher-bearers. 
 

As those who work and volunteer in care ministries, we are stretcher bearers. We are called to 
see the need, understand the source of healing, and get people to the foot of Jesus. This is no 
task for the faint of heart. O�en�mes we suffer along with those that are suffering, but it is a 
wonderful calling. Because, just as Jesus saw the faith of the men who carried the paraly�c, so 
he sees our faith. So, keep working friends, there is much hurt in this world, but there is greater 
hope with Jesus. 
 
CARE MINISTRIES – coswayne.org/care 
The Care Ministries at Church of the Saviour is a suite of ministries that exists to walk with those 
within the congrega�on or the community through life’s difficul�es, challenges, or transi�ons.  It 
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is our desire to offer care in ways that touch hurting lives and to encourage them in love to deepen 
their relationship with God and others.  
Our volunteers provide confiden�al, Christ-centered, and compassionate care. 
Across the seven ministries below, we have over 40 volunteers with a combined 1000+ hours of 
training. In the past year, the care ministries have been the hands and feet of Christ to more 
than 150 people needing care in mul�ple capaci�es. 
 
CELEBRATE RECOVERY – Wednesdays at 5:30 pm in the Sanctuary. 
No one has the ability, nor should they atempt to face their hurts on their own. Celebrate 
Recovery is a beau�ful community of strugglers that courageously enter this safe and beau�ful 
space to get honest about our pain, and the nega�ve ways we may see ourselves, God and 
others. Celebrate recovery is a na�onal program that is a biblically balanced approach to help 
bring sustainable recovery and healing to our hurts. It guides us toward new healthy truths and 
life-giving habits as we repair our broken rela�onships. 
Contact celebraterecovery@coswayne.org for further details and any questions. 
 
COUNSELING 
Our skilled professional counseling team helps assess and connect those who are struggling to 
trusted, local, licensed Chris�an counselors. Contact care@coswayne.org so that we can help 
assess and connect you with the appropriate counselor. 
 
DIVORCECARE – Mondays at 7:15 pm in room A110. 
The #1 divorce recovery program in the world, DivorceCare is a na�onal program that has been 
helping individuals recover from and through the pain of divorce. DivorceCare’s life-changing 
support groups welcome people and guide them on the path of recovery a�er separa�on or 
divorce. Over 1 million people have found comfort and hope through this 13-week, video-based 
series. Visit coswayne.org/care to register. 
 
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT – Sundays at 10:30 am in room B202. 
If you want real and lasting financial peace in your life, Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University 
(FPU) is for you! Through motivating and humorous presentations based on Biblical principles and 
practical methods, you will learn how to successfully manage your finances. FPU is for everyone – 
young adults, married or single adults, seniors, and teens, regardless of whether you are financially 
secure, just starting out or financially distressed. Contact Mike Winter at mwinter133@aol.com for 
more information on the class. 
 
GRIEFSHARE 
Do you know someone suffering from the loss of a loved one? GriefShare is a 13-week seminar and 
support group designed to help you rebuild your life after losing a loved one or close friend. This 
na�onal, Christ-centered program helps people apply biblical principles as they deal with the 
emo�ons and life stresses following the death of a loved one. Here you will find a safe place to 
heal from your loss with others who understand what you are going through. Contact Sandy McCoy 
at sjmaide@comcast.net for more informa�on. 
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STEPHEN MINISTRY 
Stephen Ministry provides high-quality, one-to-one, Christ-centered care to people in the 
congrega�on and the community experiencing life difficul�es. Our Stephen Ministers go 
through extensive training to walk with others in a meaningful and encouraging way, while 
helping people grow in their faith. 
Our COS Stephen Ministry is one of more than 13,000 congregations across the U.S. and Canada 
and in thirty other countries. If you would like to be paired with a Stephen Minister (or are 
interested in becoming a Stephen Minister yourself), please 
contact stephenministry@coswayne.org. 
 
VISITATION 
Our visita�on team is a group of individuals that are always on the lookout for the sick, injured, 
homebound, or simply need encouragement. This wonderful team checks on, visits, and 
encourages our members who are unable to par�cipate in corporate church life. If you know 
someone who could benefit from a personal call, handwritten card or in-home visit, please 
contact Betsy King at betsyking94@outlook.com. 
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