The Story of
The Promise-Keeping God



John11 |n the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.

John 114The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.
We observed his glory, the glory as the one and only
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
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Joshua 22:1-6

Joshua summoned the Reubenites, Gadites, and half
the tribe of Manasseh 2and told them, “You have
done everything Moses the LORD’s servant
commanded you and have obeyed mein everything
| commanded you. 3 You have not deserted your
brothers even once this whole time but have carried
out the requirement of the command of the LORD
your God..

d



4 Now that he has given your brothers rest, just as he
promised them, return to your homes in your own
land that Moses the LORD’s servant gave you across
the Jordan. 5Only carefully obey the command and
instruction that Moses the LORD’s servant gave you:
to love the LORD your God, walk in‘all his ways, keep
his commands, be loyal to him, and serve him with
all your heart and all your soul.”

¢ Joshua blessed them and sent them on their way,
and they went to their homes.

d



22:9-11 The Reubenites, Gadites, and half the tribe of
Manasseh left the Israelites at Shiloh in the land of
Canaan to return to their own land of Gilead, which they
took possession of according to the LOrRD’s command
through Moses. 1° When they came to the region of the
Jordan in the land of Canaan, the Reubenites, Gadites,
and half the tribe of Manasseh built-a large, impressive
altar there by the Jordan.

11Then the Israelites heard it said, “Look, the Reubenites,
Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh have built an altar
on the frontier of the land of Canaan at the region of thea,,
Jordan, on the Israelite side.” JJ



2212 W hen the Israelites heard this, the entire
Israelite community assembled at Shiloh to go to
war against them.



Leviticus 17:8-9

Anyone from the house of Israel or from the aliens
who reside among them who offers a burnt offering
or a sacrifice 2 but does not bring it to the entrance
to the tent of meeting to sacrifice it to the LORD, that
person is to be cut off from his people.



Deut13:12-15 “If you hear it said about one of your cities
the LORD your God is giving you to live in, 3 that
wicked men have sprung up among you, led the
inhabitants of their city astray, and said, ‘Let's go and
worship other gods, which you have not known, 4 you
are to inquire, investigate, and interrogate thoroughly.
If the report turns out to be true that this detestable
act has been done among you, 5 you must strike
down the inhabitants of that city with the sword.
Completely destroy everyone in it as well as its
livestock with the sword. 3]



Joshua 22:13-20 The |sraelites sent Phinehas son of
Eleazar the priest to the Reubenites, Gadites, and
half the tribe of Manasseh, in the land of Gilead.

14 They sent ten leaders with him—one family leader
for each tribe of Israel. All of them were heads of
their ancestral families among the clans of Israel...

d



15 They went to the Reubenites, Gadites, and half the
tribe of Manasseh, in the land of Gilead, and told
them, ¢ “This is what the LORD’s entire community
says: 'What is this treachery you have committed
today against the God of Israel by turning away from
the LorD and building an altar for yourselves, so that
you are in rebellion against the LORD today?...
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17 Wasn't the iniquity of Peor, which brought a plague
on the LORD’'s community, enough for us? We have
not cleansed ourselves from it even to this day,

18 and now would you turn away from the LORD? If
you rebel against the LORD today, tomorrow he will
be angry with the entire community of Israel...



19 But if the land you possess is defiled, cross over to
the land the LORD possesses where the LORD’s
tabernacle stands, and take possession of it among
us. But don't rebel against the LORD or against us by
building for yourselves an altar other than the altar
of the LORD our God.

20 \Wasn't Achan son of Zerah unfaithful regarding
what was set apart for destruction, bringing wrath
on the entire community of Israel? He was not the

only one who perished because of his iniquity.

d
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Joshua 22:21-29 The Reubenites, Gadites, and half the
tribe of Manasseh answered the heads of the
Israelite clans, 22"The Mighty One, God, the LORD!

The Mighty One, God, the LORD! He knows, and may
Israel also know. Do not spare us today, if it was in
rebellion or treachery against the'LoRD 23 that we
have built for ourselves an altar to turn away from
him. May the LORD himself hold us accountable if we
intended to offer burnt offerings and grain offerings
on it, or to sacrifice fellowship offerings on it.. 3]



24 \We actually did this from a specific concern that in
the future your descendants might say to our
descendants, "What relationship do you have with
the LORD, the God of Israel? 25 For the LORD has made
the Jordan a border between us and you
descendants of Reuben and Gad. You have no share
in the LORD!' So your descendants may cause our
descendants to stop fearing the LORD. 2¢ “Therefore
we said: Let's take action and build an altar for
ourselves, but not for burnt offering or sacrifice... 3]



27 Instead, it is to be a withess between us and you,
and between the generations after us, so that we
may carry out the worship of the LORD in his
presence with our burnt offerings, sacrifices, and
fellowship offerings. Then in the future, your
descendants will not be able to say to our
descendants, ‘You have no share in the LORD!...



28 \We thought that if they said this to us or to our
generations in the future, we would reply: Look
at the replica of the LORD’s altar that our
ancestors made, not for burnt offering or
sacrifice, but as a witness between us and you.

29 \We would never ever rebel against the LORD or
turn away from him today by building an altar for
burnt offering, grain offering, or sacrifice, other
than the altar of the LORD our God, which is in
front of his tabernacle.”
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Joshua 22:30-34 \N/hen the priest Phinehas and the
community leaders, the heads of Israel’s clans who
were with him, heard what the descendants of
Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh had to say, they were
pleased. 3 Phinehas son of Eleazar the priest said to
the descendants of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh,
“Today we know that the LORD is among us, because
you have not committed this treachery against him.
As a result, you have rescued the Israelites from the

LORD’s power."... -
4



32Then the priest Phinehas son of Eleazar and the
leaders returned from the Reubenites and Gadites in
the land of Gilead to the Israelites in the land of
Canaan and brought back a report to them. 33 The
Israelites were pleased with the report, and they
blessed God. They spoke no more about going to

war against them to ravage the land where the
Reubenites and Gadites lived. 34 So the Reubenites
and Gadites named the altar: It is a withess between
us that the LoRD is God. 3]



Romans 1255 |n the same way we who are many are one
body in Christ and individually members of one
another.



James 119 My dear brothers and sisters, understand
this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to
speak, and slow to anger,



Joshua 2219 But if the land you possess is defiled, cross
over to the land the LORD possesses where the
LORD’s tabernacle stands, and take possession of it
among us. But don't rebel against the LORD or
against us by building for yourselves an altar-other
than the altar of the LORD our God.



Ephesians 4:2-3 yjjth all humility and gentleness, with
patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 making
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through
the bond of peace.
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