
 Be faithful in prayer - Romans 12:12 NIV 

Be faithful in prayer - Romans 12:12 NIV  Please join us Wednesday as we pray for our 
congregation and others:  Barbara Bledsoe; Arnold & Glenda Gale; Dan & Marnie; Becky 
Cather; Connie Heironimus; hostages; Trish Bunton; Bob King; Howard King; victims of 
tornadoes in Tennessee; people of Ukraine & Israel; Ted Morgan & family; Donna Williams; Joe 
Steele; Joe Patterson; Norman Bayliss; Monty Hounshell; Russ & Helen Fitch; Madison Carte; 
Don; Cheryl; Wendy’s family; Mr. Hinson; June & Nate Windle; Norma Albanese; Dusti; Doug; 
Jae; Middle East;  Welborne & Haynes families; elected officials; thanks for beauty in this world 
we are blessed with; Sabrina & household; Annie; Eden; Caleb; Jaeda; Ric & Sandy Dunkle; 
family of Rev. Charlie Grant; Nadine; Donna Green & family; Bruce & Hilda; Beverly; Vicky; Seth 
Hatcher; Freddie & Marie; Phil Shobe; family of James Plotner; Scott Tumblin; Tom Chicca; 
Betty Lorenz; Jimmy Horton; Jimmy Robertson; Harless'; Wilsons; Steve & Cheryl Spurr; shut-
ins; family peace; Mark Wells; Lana Austin; Danny Smith; Laban Sadtler; Daniel Whitacre; Mary 
Kathryn Clark; Shirley Dick; Mary Shetler; Jane Thomas; Marilyn Stelzl; Dawna Wilson; 
Tina & Shane Weagley; Rev. Clay Knick & Lisa; Nellie Snoots; Roy & Mary Walker; Tina & Shane 
Weagley; Sharon & George Teets; Simon & Vicky Newlin; Adele Birnbaum; Amy, Frank & boys, 
our world, Florence Roman; Betty Murphy; Pamela Martin; Jerry Chapman; Chet 
Boden & family; new jobs & opportunities; Cindy Brennan (Pam’s cousin)  Care Facilities: Consulate 
H/C: Connie Mitchell (PA); Lynn Care: Rosalie Wehn; Marilyn Stelzl (112A); Search Grp.Home: Steven 
Dobbin; Spring Arbor: Lloyd Henry (210); Marietta Lipscomb (239); Jean Snider (144); W/C: Linda 
Sullivan;  Military: Douglas Castro; 2LT Jared Castro; CPO Tiffany McMahan; LTC Tom Crowley; CDR 
Robert Littman; Other: Jeanne Newlin & Janie Slater; Peggy Gillich, her great-grandson, Lawton, & 

grand-daughter; Missionaries: Gregg & Jayne Yarian; Pr. Michael & Lupe Geiss   
Scriptures:  Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 ; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37  

Calendar 
Sunday, December17, New Member Sunday 
& 3rd Sunday of Advent 
  10:20 Worship & Cantata 
Reader:  Rich Lichvar 
Greeters:  Vicki Maphis & Judy Chapman 
Counters:  Lorraine Shelton & Cathy Richard 
Tuesday, December 19 
12-4 Bridge (f. hall)  
Wednesday, December 20 
11:00 Prayer & Care (f.hall) 
12:00 Advent Service/Lunch w/Rev Heaton  
  5:30 TOPS 
 Thursday, December 21  8:30 TOPS  
Friday, December 22    930-230 Bridge (fh)  

Sunday, December 24  4th Sunday of Advent & 
Christmas Eve 
10:20 Worship 
  7:00 Candlelight Evening Worship Service 
Reader:  Cathy Lichvar;  
Greeters:   Needed, sign up in narthex 

Counters: Roy Walker & Lorraine Shelton 
Upcoming  
Dec. 31 Christine Gibbs preaching & 
              Farewell to the Gibbs family 
Jan. 3  WATTS Dinner at Opequon Presby. 
           Sign up in narthex for food and helpers 
Jan. 5 Undecorate Church 
Jan. 7 Wesley Covenant Service 

 
 

Please know that ALL children are ALWAYS welcome to attend our entire 
church service in the sanctuary.  We offer an optional short Children's 
Church program during worship.  Parents bring their children into the 

worship service with them.  After the offering, Miss Vickie & Miss Beth 
will lead the children to the first-floor classroom for story, song, prayer, 

and fun.  Children will be returned to their parents in the sanctuary. 

         

Cantata & 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

 

Our Journey Through the Darkness 
10:20 a.m. Worship Service                                                                    December 17, 2023 

 
 

Rev. Gary Heaton  
3239 Valley Pike, Winchester, VA  22602, 540-667-7298  kernstownumc.org 

Prelude    David Landrum  

Ringing of the Bell Sam Henshaw 

Greeting /Announcements Cathy Richard 

Advent Antiphonal Introit        Steve Wells 

*Call to Worship  Sherry & David Ford 

Reader : Isaiah said that the Lord spoke to the king and said, “Ask a sign of the LORD 

your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.”  But when the king refused, God 

would not be stopped. “Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign. Look, the 

young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name Him Immanuel”. 

All: God wants us to know, even when we aren’t sure ourselves. God wants us to 

experience God’s presence, even when we think we can handle life on our own. God 

sends us signs of God’s presence with us; all we need to do is keep our eyes open 

and look. 

Reader : "Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and they shall name Him 

Emmanuel," which means, ‘God is with us.’" When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as 

the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital 

relations with her until she had borne a Son; and he named Him Jesus. 

All: We light these candles, the candle of joyous hope, of proclaimed peace, of deep 

everlasting joy, and today of presence that speaks of love, as a sign that no matter 

our circumstance, we know we are not alone. 



*Hymn                               While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks UMH 236 

Lighting of Altar Candles Sam Henshaw 

Reception of New Members Rev. Heaton 

We give thanks for all that God has already given you and we welcome you in 

Christian love.  As members together with you in the body of Christ and in this 

congregation of The United Methodist Church, we renew our covenant faithfully to 

participate in the ministries of the Church by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, 

our service, and our witness, that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus 

Christ. 

Scripture Lesson                                         Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 Rich Lichvar 

*Hymn                                              Angels We Have Heard on High  UMH 238 

Communion Meditation     “Don’t Look for the Devil, Look for the Light” Rev. Heaton 
           Text : Mark 1: 9-13 

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer Rev. Heaton 

Invitation to Holy Communion 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The Lord’s Supper, Offering & Children’s Church In All Things Give Him Thanks 

And in all things give Him thanks, and in all things let your gratitude shine through. 

  And in all things give Him thanks. For He has given all things unto you. (repeat) 

Proclamation                                              Morning Star  KUMC Chancel Choir 

Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
Morning Star 
Chosen by God 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
He Come from the Glory 
Why Do the Shepherds Sing? 

He Come from the Glory 
Morning Star Finale 

Narrator:  Stacey Park & Steve Spurr; Chancel Choir Dir.: Kelly Henshaw; Music Dir./Pianist: David Landrum 

*Hymn                                              Go, Tell It on the Mountain  UMH 251 

*The Benediction Rev. Heaton 

*Choral Benediction                       Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing 

Lord, dismiss us with Thy blessing; fill our hearts with joy and peace. 

Let us each, Your love possessing, triumph in redeeming grace. 

O refresh us, O refresh us, traveling through this wilderness. 

Postlude David Landrum  

(*Please stand as able)   CCLI # 11408803   

Announcements   
Who's Who in The Pew - Member Attendance & Visitor Info - Please fill out the card located in 
the pews and place it in the offering basket.  Include your name and any prayer requests or 
concerns for our church leaders.  If you are a visitor, please include your contact info and any 
requests.   
Today is New Member Sunday.  We welcome Brianna Jackman and Arnold & Glenda Gale  as 
new members of our congregation.  Please greet them after the service in the narthex.  
Greeters are needed for the next few weeks, please sign up in narthex. 

 

2023 C-CAP Donations 
Given in Memory of Carl Ay, Jr. by Carole Ay 

Given in Honor of our grandchildren, Aria, Ryan, & Ashton by Vicki Adams 
Given in Memory of my mother, Audrey Miller, and my father, Charles Adams, Sr. 

 by Don Adams 

Given in Honor of those who serve our country in the military  
by Roger & Susan Hill 

Given in Memory of Charles & Helen Linthicum and William & Jane Young 
 by Margo Young 

Given in Honor of our Church Family by Steve & Cheryl Spurr 

2023 Poinsettia Donations 
Given in Memory of my parents, Lorene & Bruce Shewbridge by Carolyn Carney 
Given in Memory of Alfred & Freddie Chapman and Norman & Margaret Tisinger 

 by Jerry & Judy Chapman 
Given in Memory of Charles & Betty Barr and Fred & Dolly Cheshire 

 by Freddie & Marie Cheshire 
Given in Honor of our children and grandchildren and in Memory of Jon Holstine by Dan & 

Suzanne Conklin 
Given in Memory of Ann & Allen Myers by Lisa Dawson 

Given in Memory of Our Loved Ones by Roger & Susan Hill 
Given in Memory of Cindy Jackman (Ed’s mom) and Jeff Beaver (Bri’s dad)                      by 

Brianna & Edward Jackman 
Given in Memory of my husband, James Phillips, by Betty Phillips  

Given in Memory of Forest Sike Sponaugle, Madonna Psyche Perry, Pauline Welch (Bill’s 
mother), and Madonna’s sisters by Madonna Sponaugle & Bill Tumblin 

Given in Memory of Helen Spurr, Mel & Fran O’Dell and George & Jane Gould by Steve & 
Cheryl Spurr 

Given in Memory of Lloyd & Thelma Wise; Edward & Evelyn Custer; Linda Heck,  
Tommy Wise, and Scott Wise by Eugene & Barbara Wise 

 

Advent & Christmas at  Kernstown United Methodist Church -  Our Journey Through 
the Darkness.   Join us as we look for HOPE & FAITH & LOVE In the timeless story of 
the birth of JESUS.  We will be looking to the heavens by searching the stars in the 
night sky to remind us that the light that shines in the darkness has come to us 
through our SAVIOR.  Pick up a brochure in the pew.     


