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The timing is what seemed odd. Four years ago, God told Josh 
and Beth Glymph to simultaneously do the two hardest things 
they’d ever done. 

“Foster care and church planting,” says Beth. “I thought there 
was no way He’d ask us to do both at the same time.”

And yet, everything began to make sense after the Glymphs 
adopted three children, two out of foster care, while starting 
Refuge Church in the Jacksonville community of Ortega. 
Ortega had almost no evangelical witness, but it did have 
families who looked as eclectic as the Glymphs.. 

“People here who were fostering and adopting said, ‘Hey, 
there’s a family that’s doing what we’re doing,’” Josh says. 

“That’s how the Lord began to build this church.”

Now, the Glymphs share the gospel with families from all kinds 
of backgrounds. “We didn’t set out to plant a church for foster 
and adoptive families,” says Beth. “But now that it’s happened, 
we get to see the Lord working right in front of our eyes.”

•  Foster and adoptive families like the Glymphs to grow in 
their love for Jesus and each other.

•  New witnessing relationships to form out of Refuge’s foster 
and adoptive care ministry.

•  Families who’ll be willing to help plant more churches in 
Jacksonville’s other unreached communities.

Noelson Chery already had a demanding job and a busy life. 
He wasn’t looking to add to it. 

The Cherys live in Philadelphia. Noelson works remotely as an 
academic advisor. “It’s 40 long hours a week,” he says. “That’s 
why my wife, a respiratory therapist, and I resisted.”

Noelson and Edna are Haitian immigrants, and in 2019, when 
they discovered that most Haitian churches in their community 
worshipped only in Haitian Creole, they became church 
planters in the most unintentional of ways. “Everything in the 
churches was done for adults, whether the kids can speak 
Creole or not,” Noelson says. “So, we started Bible study in 
English with our kids at home.”

When other Haitian families learned what the Cherys were doing, 
they asked to join them. “It wasn’t our plan, but we couldn’t say 
no,” Edna says. “And soon, our street was filled with cars.”

Now, they’ve planted a Haitian church that’s making Jesus 
known and specifically reaching the younger generations. 
And the Chery’s have second jobs they didn’t even know 
they needed. “The Lord has blown my mind,” Noelson says. 

“Despite our busy lives and careers, nothing excites us more 
than this ministry.”

When Rony met a North American missionary who spoke his 
language in Sterling, Virginia, everything changed. “He pointed 
me to the Bible,” he says, “and that was the beginning of my 
Christian journey.”

When Elizabeth wandered into a new church that’d just started 
in her community, everything changed. “I found the one my 
soul loves,” she says, “and it’s Jesus.”

When Maki started hanging out with neighbors who’d moved 
to Las Vegas to make Jesus known, everything changed. “I 
decided I wanted to be saved,” he says, “and now I’ve totally 
turned around from where I used to be.”

Right now, almost 3,000 Southern Baptist North American 
missionaries are starting new churches and meeting countless 
physical needs, all with the goal of making Jesus known to 
every man and every woman, everywhere. 

That is a gloriously unrealistic yet completely attainable 
goal. Because we’re promised that when we pray, gloriously 
unrealistic things will happen. What kind of things? 

Rony, Elizabeth and Maki know the answer. When we pray, 
everything changes, and Jesus is made known.

•  Noelson to have time and energy to devote to First Haitian 
Metanoia Baptist Church.

•  A dedicated space where their new church can meet and 
do ministry.

•  Growth of mentoring relationships between young and older 
believers in the church.

•  North American missionaries to reach more like Rony, 
Elizabeth and Maki who need the hope and love of Christ. 

•  North American missionaries to have the resources to plant 
new, vibrant churches. 

•  God to call and equip more missionaries to make Jesus 
known in North America.

There are hundreds of stories about missionaries leaving 
America to share the gospel in Africa. But Alayu and Yegile 
Dubale have a story about what happened when they traveled 
in the opposite direction. 

It began in 2015, when the Dubales left their village in Ethiopia 
and moved to Denver, Colorado.

“In Africa, I was traveling village to village planting churches,” 
says Alayu. “But when I arrived here and saw all the Ethiopians, 
people who’d never heard the name ‘Jesus,’ not even once, I 
knew I had to use every opportunity to draw people living here 
to Christ.”

There are almost 50,000 Ethiopians in Denver. Many work 
multiple jobs to make ends meet, and for Alayu, that makes 
church planting here more difficult than in Ethiopia.

“In Africa, you can gather people anywhere, anytime. But here, 
you have to search for them because they’re so busy,” says 
Alayu. “I was aggressive in finding them, and we prayed, and 
we came together. Now, we’re planting Ethiopian Gospel 
Believers Church and sending out to plant even more.”

•  Encounters that will turn into witnessing opportunities.

•  A more suitable building where Alayu’s church can meet and 
do ministry.

•  God to grow not just Alayu’s church plant, but the two additional 
works they’ve launched.
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