
371 million people 
in North America

350 languages

281 million without the 
hope of the gospel

Jesus said… 

For 2,000 years, that’s been the opening line to history’s most 
powerful stories. Anytime someone has crossed a street, a 
continent or an ocean to “proclaim the gospel to the whole 
creation”, the decision to do so has always begun with, 
“Jesus said…”. 

It may be easy to read the Great Commission and imagine 
lost people in far-off places. But people who’ve never heard 
of Jesus are also everywhere in North America. This week, 
you’ll meet missionaries who’re sharing the gospel with 
Ethiopians in Colorado, Venezuelans in Virginia and fostering 
families in Florida. You’ll follow them and other missionaries to 
communities where up until now, Jesus has not been known. 

To see more of how your prayers and giving fuel their gospel 
work, visit the story link for each featured missionary.

Five seconds. That’s how long it took him to come up with 
a name. 

Jefferson Hernandez had not given a moment’s thought to 
what he and his wife Carol would call their new church plant in 
Sterling, Virginia. When he was unexpectedly asked the name, 
Jefferson said a quick prayer. 

“I’d just read in John 4 where it says the fields are white unto 
harvest, and the phrase ‘Campo Blanco’ crossed my mind. So 
right then and there, that was the name given to the church—
Campo Blanco, which in English is ‘White Field’.”

Jefferson and Carol live in one of the wealthiest counties in 
America. Lured by the promise of high-paying jobs, immigrants 
from Central and South America are moving there in record 
numbers. Many of them are unreached by the gospel.

“Seeing this place fill up with lost people, I can see now that 
there’s enough potential to start a church on every block. And 
still, we’d need more. ‘White Field’ was definitely a good name.”

When Rony came to America, his worldly possessions 
fit inside one tiny carry-on. “I left everything,” he said, 

“in Venezuela.”

When Elizabeth had her third abortion, she felt like she’d hit 
rock bottom. “I felt so disgusting,” she said, “and so alone.”

When Maki made it big as a professional fighter, he let a lie 
become his mantra. “God will never love a person,” he said, 

“like me.”

Rony, Elizabeth and Maki are remarkable because they 
are common. In what is perhaps the most technologically 
advanced and seemingly gospel-saturated continent on earth, 
how is it that there are hundreds of millions of more people 
just like them? How is it that in communities all over North 
America, Jesus is not known? 

Rony didn’t speak English. Elizabeth had no Christian friends. 
Maki wholeheartedly embraced the world’s view of who God 
is. Rony, Elizabeth and Maki are North America’s modern-day 
everyman and everywoman. 

And because they are among us, North American missionaries 
are called to go to them and make Jesus known.

If Joseph and Kristen Gibbons learned anything when they 
moved to Las Vegas, it was this: don’t believe everything 
you hear. 

“When people think of Vegas, they think it’s just casinos,” says 
Kristen. “But families live here. And we didn’t fall in love with 
the Strip. We fell in love with the people.”

In 2020, the Gibbons left their home in Alabama to plant Favor 
City Church in Henderson, Nevada. “The people who run the 
Strip live in the surrounding communities,” says Joseph. “And 
we wanted to meet them in their fast-paced lives and slow 
things down enough so the gospel could sink in.” 

That was their recipe for starting a church; that, plus a 
lot of prayer, and a handful of easier-than-expected 
gospel conversations. 

“One of the other misconceptions about Vegas is that people 
are rude,” says Joseph. “But they’re really not. People here are 
wide open to spiritual conversations. As a result, we’ve seen 
entire families give their lives to Christ. It’s been incredible.”

“The gospel—how does it work?” That’s perhaps the most 
beautiful question Faith Garland has ever heard. 

As a missionary serving at the Send Relief Ministry Center in 
downtown Boston, Faith often finds herself in alleyways and 
near strip clubs looking for women who are looking for help. 

“In anti-trafficking and sexual abuse awareness work, you have 
to remember that everyone you meet is searching for Christ’s 
perfect love,” she says. “They just don’t always know they’re 
seeking Christ.”

Not long ago, one of the women Faith met on the street 
showed up at the ministry center. Faith and her volunteers had 
invited her to come and help make jewelry that they hand out 
to women on the street. And God used bracelets and earrings 
to draw out that gospel question. 

“We made jewelry and talked for two hours,” Faith says. 
“There’s a stereotype that women who are homeless or 
working the clubs want to be there. It’s because of tough life 
circumstances they find themselves there and looking for a 
way out.”

“In this ministry, we get to do the loving. But ultimately Christ 
has to change their hearts.”
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•  God to call out more laborers who will make Jesus known 
everywhere in North America.

•  Churches to develop a passion for missions in the hearts of 
their people to pray, give and go. 

•  Every believer in North America to see their neighborhood 
as a mission field.

•  Opportunities to build witnessing relationships with Hispanic 
immigrants.

•  Leaders who’ll one day leave Campo Blanco to start more 
new churches.

• Families in the church to grow in their devotion to Christ.

Watch the story at AnnieArmstrong.com/Hernandez Watch the story at AnnieArmstrong.com/Gibbons

•  Wisdom to effectively disciple new believers.

•  The people and resources Favor City needs to start more 
new churches.

•  Opportunities to share the gospel with leaders at the school 
where Favor City Church meets.

•   Faith and her volunteers to build witnessing relationships 
with people who are trafficked or abused.

•  More churches to learn about and join the fight against 
human trafficking.

•  Endurance, encouragement and safety for Faith and her 
volunteer teams and for future staffing needs.

Watch the story at AnnieArmstrong.com/Garland
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And he said to 
them, ‘Go into 
all the world 
and proclaim 
the gospel 
to the whole 
creation.’

Mark 16:15 (ESV)

DAY 1 DAY 2 DAY 3 DAY 4

AAEO24_PrayerGuide_English.indd   7-12AAEO24_PrayerGuide_English.indd   7-12 9/21/23   3:10 PM9/21/23   3:10 PM




