Worship Discussion and Reflection Questions

Series: Ordinary People — Extraordinary God
Sermon: Nehemiah
Scripture: Nehemiah 1:1-4; 1:11-2:8

The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah.

Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Susa the citadel, > that Hanani,
one of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah. And I asked them concerning the Jews who
escaped, who had survived the exile, and concerning Jerusalem. > And they said to me, “The remnant
there in the province who had survived the exile is in great trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is
broken down, and its gates are destroyed by fire.”

4 As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I continued fasting and
praying before the God of heaven.

Now I was cupbearer to the king.

In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, I took up the
wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in his presence. > And the king said to me, “Why is
your face sad, seeing you are not sick? This is nothing but sadness of the heart.” Then I was very much
afraid. 3 I said to the king, “Let the king live forever! Why should not my face be sad, when the city, the
place of my fathers' graves, lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?” * Then the king said
to me, “What are you requesting?” So I prayed to the God of heaven. > And I said to the king, “If it
pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in your sight, that you send me to Judah, to the city
of my fathers' graves, that I may rebuild it.” ® And the king said to me (the queen sitting beside him),
“How long will you be gone, and when will you return?” So it pleased the king to send me when I had
given him a time. 7 And I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, let letters be given me to the governors
of the province Beyond the River, that they may let me pass through until I come to Judah, ® and a letter
to Asaph, the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the
fortress of the temple, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall occupy.” And the king
granted me what I asked, for the good hand of my God was upon me.

Reflection Questions:

e What breaks your heart today—and how might that reflect the heart of God?

e Do you tend to act quickly—or avoid discomfort—rather than first bringing your
heartbreak to God in prayer?

e  Where might God be calling you to take a risk as a step of faith?

e Are you facing discouragement or opposition in something God has called you to do?

e In what ways do you see Jesus restoring hearts—even yours?

Guided Prayer:
Today, let your prayer be “The joy of the Lord is my strength” (Nehemiah 8:10). Ask God to help you to
live this verse.



