
Isaiah 40:1-2a, 4-5a
Comfort, O Comfort my people, says your God.  
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she 
has served her term, that her penalty is paid… Every 
valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill 
be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, 
and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed…    
                   
In 587BC the armies of Babylon destroyed the 
nation of Judah and the principal city of Jerusalem. 
The temple was demolished and many of the 
people were killed. Survivors were taken captive 
and led into exile in Babylon. There they waited 
and prayed and tried to hang on to hope. They 
were tempted to give up, but their faith in God 
gave them strength to continue through the 
difficulties and pain. Onto the scene came the 
prophet Isaiah, with the good news that God had 
heard their prayers and was going to make a way 
for them to return home. When King Cyrus of Persia 
conquered Babylon in 539BC, he allowed the people 
of Judah to go home and begin rebuilding their lives.  
Isaiah’s prophecy came to pass.

Some 600 years later, John the Baptist quotes from 
Isaiah as he foretells the coming of Christ.  In Christ, 
God has once again made a way for his people to 
come home.  In Christ we are offered forgiveness and 
the opportunity to rebuild our relationship with God.

Whatever you’ve been through, or whatever may be 
the situation in which you find yourself today, you are 
invited to come home.  God has made a way for you.  
Come home for Christmas.  Come home to God!

New Members 
& Baptisms

September 2023

Diane Hall
Madison Vick

Brenden Young
Steven Cutsinger

Rebecca Cutsinger
Kevin Fortna
Amy Fortna
Pam Cavin

Breenna Merrimus
 

October 2023

Christopher Johnston
Jay Muse

Barb Muse

November 2023

Frankie Ray Robinson
Carnita Sweet

Steve Hanthorn
Dana Hanthorn

Karen Nadal
Dwight Nadal

Kacey Holt
Hayden Penny

Timothy Hopkins
Nelda Fae Conger
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Tulsa Festival Ringers Handbell Choir 
(Christmas Concert)
December 14 / 7:00-8:00pm
Tulsa Festival Ringers Handbell Choir (Christmas Concert). 
Thursday Alter Service will be in the FLC from 6PM - 6:45PM 
then we will move into the sanctuary for the concert. 
This concert is free and open to the public. Donations 
are accepted to help with music and equipment. Hope 
to see you all there!

Angel Tree Christmas Party
December 17 / 2:00-4:00pm

We are hosting the Angel Tree party at the Central 
Campus in the FLC. Angel envelopes will be available 
for pickup November 26. Gifts will be distributed at 
the Angel Tree Christmas Party on December 17. 
Volunteers are needed to help set up for the party, 
greet and assist with the party activities, distribute 
gifts, and help clean up after the party. Email Robin 
Thompson at robingt31@gmail.com if you are 
interested in volunteering for the party. 

Living Nativity
December 22-23 / 6:00-8:00pm

We are bringing back our Living Nativity this Christmas 
season. Come see baby Jesus, Mary, Joseph and ALL 
the live animals at the Central Campus. We are looking 
for actors and helpers for the Living Nativity. Fill out the 
online form at claremorefmc.org/living-nativity-volunteers 
to help.

Cantata 2023: A Celebration of Carols
December 24 / 8:30 & 11:00am services
Our Chancel Choir and Chancel Orchestra present their 
beautiful cantata, “A Celebration of Carols” by Joseph M. 
Martin. The Cantata will be featured on Sunday, December 
24 at the 8:30AM Heritage Service and the 11AM Open 
Table Services. You do not want to miss this amazing 
experience of music and worship.

Christmas Eve Candlelight service

Central Campus services - 5PM, 7PM, 11PM. Childcare will 
be provided for the 5PM and 7PM services (ages 0-3).
Vessel service at 6PM. Don’t miss this opportunity to focus 
on the birth of Jesus and take communion by candlelight.  
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Attention Please...

Operation Gift-A-Tree 2023
It’s time for Operation Gift-A-Tree! For the last 3 years we 
have had the honor to bless 70 families here in Rogers 
County with a pre lit Christmas trees for them and their 
children to decorate and we want to bless 30 families this 
year!! Each tree is $25 we are needing tree sponsors and 
new or gently used ornaments for each tree. Please make 
donations at the central campus.

“Protagonist” Advent devotional
Advent is the time of year we must sink down into the 
ancient story of God’s people and remember what it 
means to hope. The Creator steps into the story and 
takes on the lead role. The Author becomes the 
Protagonist. Devotionals still for sale. $10 each. 

CBA w/ Frances Ibanez
Please join us Thursday 12/14/23 at Noon at 
Claremore First Methodist Church’s Family Life Center 
for our Christian Business Association’s luncheon. The 
speaker for December is our very own Frances Ibanez 
who is a Real Estate Agent with Chinowth & Cohen 
Realtors. Please RSVP at (918) 341-4580 (Luncheon 
cost is $10.00 cash or check).

A Future for Favour
Help “Adopt” a Nigerian RSU Nursing Student 
Come meet Favour Diji and hear her incredible testimony
of how God brought her to RSU. Also, same a few 
Nigerian snacks and desserts.

CFMC Adult Volleyball Nights
Wednesdays in January are going to a ball at CFMC! 
Come just for fun or some healthy competition. Volleyball 
starts on Januaray 17th and ends on February 7th. Free 
play from 6-7PM and team play from 7-8PM. Contact 
Kent Tucker for more information at kenttucker@att.net

Merry Christmas!

Memorials
September 2023

Memory of Thelma, Bill & Wayne McBeath to the Good 
Samaritan Pantry Fund by Barbara McBeath

October 2023

Memory of Evelyn Clark to Children’s Center 
by John & Martha Starr

Memory of Delma & Lesley Ault to General Fund 
by Joseph Ault

Memory of L D Allison to Good Sam Fund 
by John and Martha Starr

Honor of Jan Rodgers to Good Sam Fund 
by Seekers Class

Memory of Bess Hermon to Food Pantry 
by Ron & Sally Scott

Memory of Bess Hermon to Food Pantry 
by Johnnie Robertson

Memory of Bess Hermon to Food Pantry by Patsy Ozbun

Memory of John Cutsinger to Food Pantry by Patsy Ozbun

Memory of Bess Hermon to Food Pantry by Judy Hermann

Memory of Vicki Hanson to Missions by Leon Shirley Wright

Memory of Vicki Hanson to Good Sam 
by John & Martha Starr

Memory of Vicki Hanson to Missions 
by Eye Care of Claremore

November 2023

Memory of Vicki Hanson to Uganda Fund by Nancy Phariss

Memory of Thelma, Bill & Wayne McBeath to Good Sam 
Pantry Fund by Barbara McBeath

Memory of Gary Johnson to General Fund by Shirley Gidley, 
Jackye Peery and Johnny Ferguson

Memory of L.D. Allison to the Good Sam Food Pantry 
by Peggy Allison

Honor of Martha Starr and Richard Swan to the 
Good Sam Food Pantry by Peggy Allison

Memory of Fred Northrop to the General Fund 
by D. Paul Campbell

Honor of Patrick Idwasi and Julie Evusa to the Endowment 
Fund by Jose and Frances Ibanez

Memory of Lynda Fritts to the Good Sam Food Pantry 
by Sue Horning



The Chrismon service was amazing! Thanks to everyone who prepared the decorations, 
tree and music for us to experience the opening ceremony for Advent. The confirmation 
class also did a great job reading the scripture passages that remind us of the Real 
Reason for the Season.

Please join us!
Central Campus (Sunday Morning)

Sunday School at 9:45AM  /  Nursery open from 8:30AM - 12PM 
Children’s Worship at 11AM in the Sanctuary

Vessel Campus (Saturday Night)
Saturday Night from 6PM - 7PM 

Classes for 3 years - 6th grade  /  Nursery for 0 - 2 years

Vessel Campus (Sunday Morning)
Sunday School at 9AM & 10:30AM  /  Nursery open from 9AM - 11:30AM
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