R Group Discussion Questions 
Numbers 20:2-13
1.25.26
Opening
· Can you think of a situation in your life where you thought, “I’ve already learned this lesson”—only to find yourself facing it again?

1. Protest (Numbers 20:2–5)
· What similarities do you notice between this moment in Numbers 20 and earlier wilderness complaints (esp. Exodus 17)? Why is grumbling so often our default response in repeated hardship?
· Have you ever found yourself wanting to “go back” or “fast-forward” rather than trust God in the middle of difficulty? What should we do about that? 
· What are some modern ways we “assemble” in protest today (even subtly) rather than bringing our concerns to God?

2. Prayer (Numbers 20:6–9)
· What usually drives you to pray—habit, gratitude, desperation, or crisis?
· Paul Miller says, “A need heart is a praying heart.” Where do you see resistance to dependency in your own life?
· In what areas of your life are you functioning as if you “don’t really need God”?

3. Penalty (Numbers 20:10–13)
· Where exactly does Moses depart from God’s instructions? According to God, what was the heart issue behind Moses’ actions? How did Moses actions fail to uphold God as holy? 
· How does remembering that we represent God as His ambassadors affect how we speak and act in moments of stress? 
· How does the cross exemplify God’s holy character, both justice and love? 

Closing
· Why is the gospel of Jesus essential to establishing, strengthening, and maintaining trust when we walk through wilderness experiences? 




