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Christmas Greetings!

Our Conference pastors, ministers and churches are a wonderful family in
which to belong. You are in our thoughts and prayers not only this time of

year but throughout the year.

The great message of Christmas is that God is with us! John wrote that the

Word became flesh and dwelt among us. It was the angel of the Lord that

declared to Joseph in a dream that his name would be Immanuel, “God with

us.” Is not the greatest gift we celebrate is that Jesus is HERE! He is with

YOU!

Christmas is a time for family, and from our family to yours, we want to

wish you a very Merry Christmas and a happy New Year!

Larry & Gloria

Your Giving Makes a Difference...THANKS!/

As the year 2025 comes to a close, please know that your tithing and offerings to the Appalachian Conference have made,

and are making, a huge difference in our region and around the world.

Here are just some of the ways your conference is ministering:

Providing vision and resources to our churches and keeping the pulpits filled.

Many youth saved, rededicated and other spiritual experiences in the summer camps.

Investment of training and encouragement for our pastors and ministers through classes, Ministers’ Summitt and
more.

Providing on ramps and education for those called to ministry through the Clergy Development classes and The
Call event.

Hosted revival services and Camp Meeting to position us to experience the fresh move of the Holy Spirit.
Outreach to McDowell County, WV, that resulted in salvations and our churches encouraged.

Missionary housing on our campground while they itinerate.

Hosted The Pastors’ Huddles to bring us closer together.

Supported 2 church plants

Global outreach offering for the nations

Many other strategic ministries flow from your giving! The Conference is good soil, and we are believing in the harvest for
you and your church’s needs to be abundantly met. Thank you for your faithfulness in giving!
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Welcome to the month of December. For many, December is one of the busiest times of the year. As pastors,
we do our best to attend every event, enjoy meals, exchange gifts, and spend much-needed time with our
families. The challenge, of course, is finding the space to truly enjoy the celebration of Christmas amidst
everything that demands our attention. As we pause and reflect, may the joy of Christmas be ignited in our
hearts once again. Sit back, relax, and enjoy the read.

Christmas is a season filled with the fragrance of evergreen trees, peppermint, freshly baked cookies, and all
kinds of treats. We decorate trees with lights, tinsel, and ornaments, little reminders of Christmases past. We hear
the familiar sounds of the season: O Holy Night, O Little Town of Bethlehem, Beautiful Star of Bethlehem, The
First Noel, and Away in a Manger; songs that bring peace to our hearts. We gather with family and friends to
share memories and create new ones as our relationships deepen. We pause to count our blessings and refocus on
the true reason we celebrate. The narrative of Jesus is truly the greatest missional story ever written.

Reflecting on the Holy Scriptures during this season brings comfort and joy. God had a plan for the redemption
of humanity from the sin of this world. We know the familiar verse, John 3:16 (NKJV): “For God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting
life.” God’s Son would be brought into the world in a miraculous way. Isaiah 7:14 (NKJV) declares, “Therefore
the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name
Immanuel.” The Son of God would be “God with us.”

Jesus would be the answer to the challenges of life. Isaiah 9:6—7 gives us a clear view of His role: “For unto us a
Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and
peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with
Jjudgment and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.” God
is faithful to His Word.



Luke records the miraculous event in what we often call the Christmas Story; yet it is much more than a story, it
is the fulfillment of ancient prophecy. Luke 2:1-20 (NKJV) recounts the decree of Caesar Augustus, Joseph and
Mary's journey to Bethlehem, the birth of Jesus in a humble manger, the angelic announcement to the shepherds,
and their joyful visit to see the newborn Savior. It is a moment filled with wonder, glory, and divine purpose;
God stepping into humanity in the most unexpected way.

What an incredible account we read every Christmas! And yet, it does not end there. We know that Jesus lived a
sinless life, performed signs and wonders, taught the people, and loved humanity to the point of death. But on the
third day, He arose from the grave! Jesus came, laid down His life, and rose again so the world might be saved.
He accomplished His mission and is our soon-coming King.

As we reflect on this season, may comfort and joy be evident in every aspect of our lives as we celebrate the true
meaning of Christmas. May we live with a missional mindset, not only during the events of this season, but every
day of our lives. May humanity see Jesus through our relationship with Him. I’m reminded, there is no one too
far gone for Jesus to save, and that gives me hope for all humanity.
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Share the Gift

It’s the Christmas season and one of the most beautiful times of the year. Nothing can take away from the
excitement and joy that just seems to be present during the month of Jesus’s birthday.

I have heard it said that many people do not like the commercialization that seems to be the norm during the
Christmas holidays, but I see it completely differently. I see it as a celebration of His special day, and just as |
loved to decorate for my daughter’s birthday, I love to decorate for the birthday of my Savior.

There isn’t anything that I can do for Him that could even compare to what He has done for me, but I can take a
few days to decorate my home differently than any other time of the year. With every nativity scene displayed
and every ornament placed on the tree, I am constantly reminded of the gift that my Heavenly Father shared with
me when He sent this beautiful, olive skinned baby into this world to be a sacrifice for, not only my sins, but the
sins of the entire world.

John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only son...”

Wow! What a sacrifice! As a parent, it is hard for me to comprehend giving my child for anyone, let alone in
exchange for some else’s sin.

Jesus was a gift to the world. A gift that is given to all who will accept Him. As a Christian, [ am going to take
this Christmas season to decorate my home in honor of His birthday, remember what a sacrifice He paid just
because He loves me and share this special gift with anyone who hasn’t received Him.

What about you? How will you choose to celebrate Christmas? It doesn’t matter if you choose to decorate with
extravagance or very simply. What does matter is that you take this season as an opportunity to remember this
precious gift that you received and share Him with others.

Merry Christmas from the Appalachian Conference Women’s Ministries Board! We love and appreciate you so
very much and it is an honor to serve you.

Tammy Porter, Director

Wendy Lowe, Assistant Director
Kim Galford, Secretary
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LAUNCHING SPIRITUAL DRONES

Drones are frequently used in warfare and by police. They provide surprise and sudden attacks. One major

advantage of drones is the fact that they make precision strikes. In addition, drones are used to gather
intelligence and for surveillance.

God also has drones, in the spiritual sense. He has means to strike demonic enemies in a sudden manner.
When God launches these sudden strikes, the enemy is disabled. There are numerous biblical examples of
enemies becoming confused and even fighting each other after a strike by heaven.

It is to our advantage to stay one step ahead of the devil. We can use spiritual drones to defeat spiritual
enemies! Our prayers can provoke angels to actions. Our prayers can bring unexpected warfare against the
demonic forces. Our praises can scatter the enemies.

Certain scriptures confirm the concept of sudden spiritual drones released into action for effective spiritual
warfare.

“Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud upon their beds.
Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand;
To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments upon the people;
To bind their kings with chains and their nobles with fetters of iron;
To execute upon them the judgment written: this honor have all his saints.
Praise ye the Lord” (Psalm 149:5-9 King James Version).
KING HEZEKIAH

King Hezekiah received a threatening letter from the king of Assyria. The letter was sent by a commander
named Rabshaketh. King Hezekiah took this letter to the Lord. He spread it before the Lord, and he prayed
to God!

“Incline Your ear, O Lord, and hear; open Your eyes, O Lord, and see: and hear all the words of
Sennacherib that he has sent to taunt and defy the living God” (Isaiah 37:7 Amplified Study Bible).

God answered the king’s prayer by sending a message from Isaiah, the prophet.

“Therefore, the Lord says this concerning the king of Assyria. ‘He will not come into this city or shoot an
arrow there, nor come before it with a shield or raise an assault ramp against it” (Isaiah 37:33).
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God sent a spiritual drone against the Assyrian army. An angel of the Lord went out and struck 185,000
men that very night. When Sennacherib saw his army struck dead, he left and lived at Ninevah. (Isaiah 37:
36, 37)

The prayers of King Hezekiah released a mighty force from heaven!
THE SWORD OF THE LORD AND GIDEON

With just 300 men, Gideon defeated a mighty army of the Midianites. God gave Gideon divine instructions for

this battle. The weapons of Gideon’s army were also unusual. Each man was given a trumpet and a pitcher. The
men were divided into 3 companies. Each company was positioned in a strategic manner for the surprise attack

upon the enemy.

“When Gideon’s men blew the three hundred trumpets, the Lord set the sword of one (Midianite) against
another even throughout the whole army: and the army fled as far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the
border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath” (Judges 7:22).

CONFUSION was the spiritual drone sent against Gideon’s enemies.

When Gideon’s men blew their trumpets and smashed their pitchers, a spirit of confusion fell upon the
Midianite army.

JESUS CONCEALED HIMSELF

Often Jesus found himself facing angry crowds. The Pharisees confronted Jesus about the topic of Abraham’s
descendants. They accused him of being of the devil. (John 8:44) The response that Jesus gave brought them to
great rage.

“Jesus replied, “I assure you and most solemnly say to you, before Abraham was born, I Am (John 8:58).
They picked up stones to throw at Jesus, but Jesus concealed Himself and left the temple. (John 8:59)

A spiritual drone hid Jesus from the sight of those who tried to harm Him. God can hide us from the hand of the
evil one. When we pray this prayer of David, we release the spiritual drone of HIDING His people.

“For in the day of trouble He will hide me in His shelter; In the secret place of His tent He will hide me”
(Psalm 37:5).
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