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The Christian way is a path towards peace, but it 
is one that knowingly goes through the territory 
where injustice is challenged and untruthfulness 
is exposed.  To put it more poetically, it involves 
visiting what Edwin Muir called “fields of charity 
and sin.”  This means that the Christian path 
inevitably involves a profound seriousness about 
both spirituality and truth and also about 
relationships and injustice. 
It also means that self-sacrifice and even 
martyrdom make sense within a Christian frame 
of reference.  And it makes a very specific sense: 
Christian martyrdom is not a fast track to 
paradise or an escape to nirvana.  It is a gift of 
the self to God’s redeeming, healing and 
transformative mission.  It is never sought.  But 
it is always possible where love, compassion and 
truth encounter merciless evil. 

What are you going 
through right now?
• Can we see God in the midst of it? (Psalm 23) 
• Can we say “Your will be done?” (Matthew 6 & 

26) 
• Can we rest in Him and not the outcome? 

(Sabbath) 
Can we bear witness while we’re stuck in the 
thick of it? (Acts 1:8) 

• Can we fathom what God may do through it?



Q u e s t i o n s  To  A s k  W h e n  
Sometimes when we read a passage in the Bible it can be confusing or we may not know how to best figure 
out what it is saying.  Below are some good questions to ask when reading the Bible to help make the Bible 
make sense.

1.  What stands out to me? 
Note that this does not say “What does this passage mean?”  Consider what stood out to you?  What did you 

notice?  What did the Holy Spirit highlight for you as you read it? 

2.  What does the text say about the character/nature of God? 
The Scriptures are primarily about God so ask first what the text says about Him before moving to what it 

says about us, about His plan, or about anything else.

3. What does the text say? 
Look at what the text literally says first (this may not be the intent of the text but it is important to look at it as 

read… at least initially).

4. How is it saying it? 
What is the genre of the text and how should we read text in that genre? 

5. Why does it say it that way? 
Speculate about why the author chose this method of saying what they’ve said.

6. What is it trying to say? 
Getting behind the Scripture, looking at its context, its original audience, its author, etc., what is the text 

trying to get across to the reader (both the original audience and us today?)

7. How does this fit into the whole of the book and the whole of 
Scripture? 

Looking at the whole book, does what is being said jive with the whole book, with the whole of Scripture?

8. What questions do I have? 
Do you have questions about the text?  If they aren’t answered in the text, are they good questions or are we 

asking questions that the text isn’t meant to answer?

9. How do I feel about this teaching/text? Why do I feel that way? 
What does your gut say?  Are you frustrated with it?  Are you trying to make it say something else than what 

it says?  Does it make you uncomfortable?  Where are these feelings coming from?  Is there sin in my life I 
need to repent of?  

10.What is the universal application of this text/teaching? 
What are we to do with this text?  Consider the original audience as well as us today.

11.What is my personal application? 
What is God calling you to apply with what you’ve learned with this text?

12.How will I apply what it calls me to? 
Make a plan to apply what God has taught you.  Seek to be faithful and obedient to His leading, wherever it 

may go.
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