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D i g g i n g  
D e e p e r

A Suggested Reading List
Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the 
Mission of the Church 
By N.T. Wright 

In Surprised by Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the 
Church , top-selling author and Anglican bishop, N.T. Wright tackles the 
biblical question of what happens after we die and shows how most 
Christians get it wrong. We do not “go to” heaven; we are resurrected and 
heaven comes down to earth--a difference that makes all of the difference to 
how we live on earth. Following N.T. Wright’s resonant exploration of a life of 
faith in Simply Christian , the award-winning author whom Newsweek calls “the world’s leading 
New Testament scholar” takes on one of life’s most controversial topics, a matter of life, death, 
spirituality, and survival for everyone living in the world today.  

Mere Christianity 
By C.S. Lewis 

Mere Christianity is C.S. Lewis's forceful and accessible doctrine of Christian 
belief. First heard as informal radio broadcasts and then published as three 
separate books — The Case for Christianity, Christian Behavior, and Beyond 
Personality — Mere Christianity brings together what Lewis saw as the 
fundamental truths of the religion.  

Rejecting the boundaries that divide Christianity's many denominations, C.S. 
Lewis finds a common ground on which all those who have Christian faith can 
stand together, proving that "at the centre of each there is something, or a 
Someone, who against all divergences of belief, all differences of temperament, 
all memories of mutual persecution, speaks the same voice.” 

A Suggested Movie to Watch
Risen 
2016, PG-13 
RISEN is the epic Biblical story of the Resurrection, as told through the eyes 
of a non-believer. Clavius (Joseph Fiennes), a powerful Roman military 
tribune, and his aide, Lucius (Tom Felton), are tasked with solving the 
mystery of what happened to Jesus (Cliff Curtis) in the weeks following the 
crucifixion, in order to disprove the rumors of a risen Messiah and prevent an 
uprising in Jerusalem.



Q u e s t i o n s  To  A s k  W h e n  
Sometimes when we read a passage in the Bible it can be confusing or we may not know how to best figure 
out what it is saying.  Below are some good questions to ask when reading the Bible to help make the Bible 
make sense.

1.  What stands out to me? 
Note that this does not say “What does this passage mean?”  Consider what stood out to you?  What did you 

notice?  What did the Holy Spirit highlight for you as you read it? 

2.  What does the text say about the character/nature of God? 
The Scriptures are primarily about God so ask first what the text says about Him before moving to what it 

says about us, about His plan, or about anything else.

3. What does the text say? 
Look at what the text literally says first (this may not be the intent of the text but it is important to look at it as 

read… at least initially).

4. How is it saying it? 
What is the genre of the text and how should we read text in that genre? 

5. Why does it say it that way? 
Speculate about why the author chose this method of saying what they’ve said.

6. What is it trying to say? 
Getting behind the Scripture, looking at its context, its original audience, its author, etc., what is the text 

trying to get across to the reader (both the original audience and us today?)

7. How does this fit into the whole of the book and the whole of 
Scripture? 

Looking at the whole book, does what is being said jive with the whole book, with the whole of Scripture?

8. What questions do I have? 
Do you have questions about the text?  If they aren’t answered in the text, are they good questions or are we 

asking questions that the text isn’t meant to answer?

9. How do I feel about this teaching/text? Why do I feel that way? 
What does your gut say?  Are you frustrated with it?  Are you trying to make it say something else than what 

it says?  Does it make you uncomfortable?  Where are these feelings coming from?  Is there sin in my life I 
need to repent of?  

10.What is the universal application of this text/teaching? 
What are we to do with this text?  Consider the original audience as well as us today.

11.What is my personal application? 
What is God calling you to apply with what you’ve learned with this text?

12.How will I apply what it calls me to? 
Make a plan to apply what God has taught you.  Seek to be faithful and obedient to His leading, wherever it 

may go.


	A Suggested Reading List
	A Suggested Movie to Watch
	Sometimes when we read a passage in the Bible it can be confusing or we may not know how to best figure out what it is saying.  Below are some good questions to ask when reading the Bible to help make the Bible make sense.
	Note that this does not say “What does this passage mean?”  Consider what stood out to you?  What did you notice?  What did the Holy Spirit highlight for you as you read it?
	The Scriptures are primarily about God so ask first what the text says about Him before moving to what it says about us, about His plan, or about anything else.
	Look at what the text literally says first (this may not be the intent of the text but it is important to look at it as read… at least initially).
	What is the genre of the text and how should we read text in that genre?
	Speculate about why the author chose this method of saying what they’ve said.
	Getting behind the Scripture, looking at its context, its original audience, its author, etc., what is the text trying to get across to the reader (both the original audience and us today?)
	Looking at the whole book, does what is being said jive with the whole book, with the whole of Scripture?
	Do you have questions about the text?  If they aren’t answered in the text, are they good questions or are we asking questions that the text isn’t meant to answer?
	What does your gut say?  Are you frustrated with it?  Are you trying to make it say something else than what it says?  Does it make you uncomfortable?  Where are these feelings coming from?  Is there sin in my life I need to repent of?
	What are we to do with this text?  Consider the original audience as well as us today.
	What is God calling you to apply with what you’ve learned with this text?
	Make a plan to apply what God has taught you.  Seek to be faithful and obedient to His leading, wherever it may go.

