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D i g g i n g  D e e p e r  
Receive My Spirit

King James Version insertion of ‘God’ in Acts 7:59 
The King James Version of the Bible renders Acts 7:59 with inserting  the word “God” which is not 
in any Greek text: 

7:59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. (KJV) 

7:59  καὶ ἐλιθοβόλουν τὸν Στέφανον ἐπικαλούμενον καὶ λέγοντα Κύριε Ἰησοῦ δέξαι τὸ πνεῦμά
 μου 

There’s really not much to say about this. Since no Greek manuscript has the word ‘theos’ (God) 
here, and since the Greek verb ‘calling out’ doesn’t require a transitive object. This is simply a gloss 
inserted possibly since the translators had a problem with Stephen calling out to Jesus himself, or 
possibly because of some Trinitarian consideration. The addition of ‘God’ is not found in the Latin 
nor the Tyndale or Coverdale or Bishops’ Bibles, but is found in some variants of the Wycliffe Bible. 

In any case it is not there in any modern version except the NKJV which is a modernization of the 
KJV not a translation from Greek.  A fun question to ask is why was this such an important addition 
to be made by the interpreters?  Why the 
reluctance to having Jesus equated with 
God?  I’ll leave that for you to ponder… :) 

Jesus & Stephen, Compare! 
To the right is the table Pastor CJ shared in 
his sermon on Sunday.  These are 
connections between Christ and Stephen.  
Work your way through each comparison and 
make the connections then look at them all 
from a 30,000’ level and ask the question, 
what is the author of Acts trying to tell us? 

Share any conclusions or thoughts with me! 
I’d love to hear them! cj@faithadventure.com

JESUS STEPHEN

Matthew 26:57,59 Acts 6:11-12

Matthew 26:60 Acts 6:13

Matthew 26:61 Acts 6:14

Matthew 26:62-63 Acts 7:1

Matthew 26:64 Acts 7:55-56

Matthew 26:65-66 Acts 7:57-58

Luke 23:34 Acts 7:60
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Q u e s t i o n s  T o  A s k  W h e n  R e a d i n g  T h e  B i b l e
Sometimes when we read a passage in the Bible it can be confusing or we may not 
know how to best figure out what it is saying.  Below are some good questions to ask 
when reading the Bible to help make the Bible make sense. 

1.  What stands out to me? 
Note that this does not say “What does this passage mean?”  Consider what stood out 

to you?  What did you notice?  What did the Holy Spirit highlight for you as you read it?  

2.  What does the text say about the character/nature of God? 
The Scriptures are primarily about God so ask first what the text says about Him before 

moving to what it says about us, about His plan, or about anything else. 

3. What does the text say? 
Look at what the text literally says first (this may not be the intent of the text but it is 

important to look at it as read… at least initially). 

4. How is it saying it? 
What is the genre of the text and how should we read text in that genre?  

5. Why does it say it that way? 
Speculate about why the author chose this method of saying what they’ve said. 

6. What is it trying to say? 
Getting behind the Scripture, looking at its context, its original audience, its author, etc., 

what is the text trying to get across to the reader (both the original audience and us 
today?) 

7. How does this fit into the whole of the book and the whole of 
Scripture? 
Looking at the whole book, does what is being said jive with the whole book, with the 

whole of Scripture? 

8. What questions do I have? 
Do you have questions about the text?  If they aren’t answered in the text, are they 

good questions or are we asking questions that the text isn’t meant to answer? 

9. How do I feel about this teaching/text? Why do I feel that way? 
What does your gut say?  Are you frustrated with it?  Are you trying to make it say 

something else than what it says?  Does it make you uncomfortable?  Where are these 
feelings coming from?  Is there sin in my life I need to repent of?   

10.What is the universal application of this text/teaching? 
What are we to do with this text?  Consider the original audience as well as us today. 

11.What is my personal application? 
What is God calling you to apply with what you’ve learned with this text? 

12.How will I apply what it calls me to? 
Make a plan to apply what God has taught you.  Seek to be faithful and obedient to His 

leading, wherever it may go.
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