
 

 

Stories of Christmas: Shepherds Belonging  

Discussion Guide for December 6th and 7th, 2025 
 
Summary 
In this week’s message, we explored one of the deepest longings in the human soul: the desire to 
belong. From the shepherds in Luke 2 to the Samaritan woman in John 4, Scripture reveals a God who 
sees, knows, and loves people others often overlook. 
 
The shepherds—social outcasts—were the first to hear of Jesus’ birth, showing that God intentionally 
chooses the overlooked to announce His greatest news. The Samaritan woman, carrying shame and 
isolation, is met by Jesus with honesty and compassion—so powerfully that she runs to tell others. 

 
Intro Prayer 
Jesus, thank You that You see us, know us, and love us fully. As we open Your Word, help us 
understand the kind of belonging You invite us into. Heal the places where we have felt unseen or 
unknown. Form us into a community marked by compassion, honesty, and Christlike love. Amen. 

 
Ice Breaker 
Share a time when you felt deeply seen or deeply known by someone—big or small. What made that 
moment meaningful? 

 
Key Verses 
1. Luke 2:8–20 
2. John 4:7–30 
3. Genesis 16:13 

 
Discussion Questions 
1. How does God choosing the shepherds challenge the way you normally think about who God sees 
and uses? 

2. Where in your life have you felt unseen, and how does God’s character (Genesis 16:13) speak into 
that? 

3. “Busyness is not belonging; proximity is not intimacy.” When have you been around people but still 
felt alone? 

4. Why is vulnerability so difficult for you personally, and what does James 5:16 reveal about the 
connection between vulnerability and healing? 

5. How does Jesus’ conversation with the Samaritan woman reshape your understanding of being 
fully known by God? 

6. Who might God be inviting you to notice or include this Christmas season so they can experience 
true belonging? 
 

Life Application 
This week, practice intentional belonging by choosing one of the following: 



 

 

 

1. SEE someone — Notice someone who is overlooked and encourage them. 
2. KNOW someone — Have a vulnerable, honest conversation with a trusted friend. 
3. LOVE someone — Invite someone to church, a meal, or a Christmas event who might feel 

alone. 

Ask God: Who needs to experience belonging through me? 
 
Key Takeaways 

1. God sees the overlooked—belonging begins with being noticed by Him. 
2. To be known is vulnerable, but it is the pathway to healing and community. 
3. True love is honest, deep, and rooted in how God loves us. 
4. Belonging in Christ is not earned—it is received through grace. 
5. Those who experience belonging become messengers of it. 

 

Ending Prayer 
Father, thank You that You are the God who sees us, knows us, and loves us. Help us extend that 
same belonging to others. Make our group a place of honesty, compassion, and Christ-centered love. 
Give us eyes to see the people who feel unseen this season and hearts willing to welcome them. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

 

 


