
   
 

   

 

Jonah: A Gracious God and Merciful 

Discussion Guide for Jonah 4:1-11 on Oct. 18th and 19th, 2025 
 
Summary 
After Nineveh repents, Jonah is furious—not because his mission failed, but because it succeeded. 
God’s mercy toward his enemies frustrates him, revealing a hard truth: Jonah preferred judgment for 
others, not salvation. God responds with patience, teaching Jonah through a plant that provides shade 
and then is removed. When Jonah mourns the loss of comfort, God asks a piercing question: “You 
cared about a temporary plant, shouldn’t I care about 120,000 people?” 
 
This chapter challenges us to examine our hearts: 

• Do we desire mercy for ourselves but judgment for others? 
• Do we value comfort over people’s eternal destiny? 
• Does our heart break for what breaks God’s heart? 

 
The book ends with a question, not an answer, calling us to reflect: Will we share God’s heart for the 
lost and obey His call to reach a dying world? 

 
Intro Prayer 
Heavenly Father, search our hearts and show us where we’ve been like Jonah. Help us see people as 
You see them—as souls in need of Your mercy. Break our hearts for what breaks Yours and give us 
courage to share the hope of Jesus with those around us. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

 
Ice Breaker 
Have you ever been upset about something small—like losing a parking spot or dealing with bad 
weather—while ignoring something far more significant? What does this reveal about where our 
hearts naturally focus? 
 
Key Verses 
1. Jonah 4:1-2 
2. Jonah 4:10-11 
 
Questions 
1. Jonah was angry God showed mercy to Nineveh. When have you struggled with someone receiving 
grace or forgiveness they didn’t “deserve”? What does your reaction reveal about your heart? 

2. Jonah praised God for His mercy in chapter 2 but criticized the same mercy in chapter 4. How do we 
sometimes want grace for ourselves but judgment for others? 

3. God asks Jonah, “Do you do well to be angry?” How can asking ourselves, “Is it right for me to feel 
this way?” help us examine our hearts? 

4. Jonah cared more about a shade plant than 120,000 people. What are the “plants” in our lives—the 
temporary comforts we prioritize over people’s eternal destiny? 



   
 

   

 

5. Research shows 86% of people attend church because of a personal invitation, yet many Christians 
never invite anyone. What holds you back from sharing your faith or inviting someone to church?  

6. God’s heart breaks for those who don’t know Him. How should this truth shape the way you view 
your community—neighbors, coworkers, even those you find difficult? 

7. Atheist Penn Jillette said, “How much do you have to hate somebody to believe everlasting life is 
possible and not tell them?” How does this challenge your approach to sharing the gospel? 
 

Life Application 
This week, pray daily: 
 “Lord, let my heart be broken by the things that break Your heart.” 

 
Key Takeaways 

1. It’s hypocrisy to desire mercy for ourselves but not for others. 
2. Every person—even our enemies—is someone God loves and wants to save. 
3. Sharing the gospel is both a command and a privilege, not a burden. 
4. God chooses to use His people as the means to deliver hope. 
5. Our hearts should break for what breaks God’s heart—the lost and perishing. 
6. Urgency matters: people around us need to hear about Jesus. 

 

Ending Prayer 
Lord, thank You for Your mercy that reaches even us. Forgive us for wanting grace for ourselves but 
judgment for others. Forgive us for valuing comfort over eternal souls. Change our hearts to reflect 
Yours. Make us bold in sharing the gospel. Help us respond like Isaiah—saying, “Here I am, send 
me!”—rather than running like Jonah. Break our hearts for the lost and give us urgency to tell them 
about Jesus. In His name, amen. 

 

 

 


