The Gospel of Matthew: Fell On Good Soil

Discussion Guide for January 17 and 18, 2026

Summary
This week's message explores Jesus' Parable of the Sower in Matthew 13 and invites us to reflect on

the condition of our hearts. Just as a farmer scatters seeds on different types of soil, the Word of the
Kingdom is shared with all people, but the response depends on the heart of the hearer. Some hearts
are hard, some shallow, some divided, and some wholly devoted. The parable challenges us to
examine the soil of our hearts and invites us into a wholehearted, fruitful life in the Kingdom.

Intro Prayer
God, thank You for planting Your Word in our hearts. Reveal to us any hardness, shallowness, or

dividedness in our hearts. Help us cultivate fertile soil through Your Spirit so that Your truth can take
root, grow, and bear fruit in our lives. Amen.

Ice Breaker
Think about a time someone taught you something important. Did you fully understand it right away,
or did it take time and context? How does that relate to how we understand Jesus' teaching?

Key Verses
1. Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

2. Isaiah 6:9-10
3. Psalm 139:23-24

Discussion Questions
1. What does the Parable of the Sower teach us about how God shares His Word with everyone?

2. How do the four types of soil (hard, shallow, thorny/divided, good) reflect the different conditions of
human hearts?

3. Why is understanding Jesus' teaching described as a gift given to His followers?
4. How can we recognize the rocks, thorns, or hardness in our own hearts?
5. What practices or habits can help cultivate a “good soil" heart that bears fruit?

6. How does Jesus' explanation of the parable connect with Isaiah 6:9-10 about spiritual blindness
and hardness of heart?

Life Application

This week, take intentional time to reflect on the state of your heart. Ask God to reveal any hardness,
shallowness, or dividedness, and seek His Spirit to cultivate a wholehearted devotion. Consider how
your life, words, and actions can help others become more receptive to the Word of God.

Key Takeaways
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1. God's Word is scattered to everyone, but hearts respond differently.
2. The condition of our heart determines how we receive, understand, and act on God's Word.
3. Fertile hearts—those fully devoted to God—bear abundant fruit for His Kingdom.

Father, search our hearts and reveal anything that hinders us from fully following You. Remove
hardness, shallow faith, and divided priorities. Give us hearts that are wholly devoted to You, that Your
Word may take root and produce lasting fruit. Help us to impact others for Your Kingdom by the way
we love, serve, and live. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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