
Perspective and Purpose: From Esau to Joseph 
Discussion Guide for June 29 & 30, 2024

Sermon Summary
In this sermon, we explore Genesis chapters 36 and 37 where the narrative transitions from Jacob to Esau and then 
to the beginning of Joseph’s story. We delve into the genealogy of Esau’s descendants and the significance of the 
seemingly mundane list of names, revealing God’s greater purpose and plan beyond our immediate circumstances. 
As we transition to Joseph’s story, we are reminded that God is a big picture God, orchestrating events and guiding 
His people according to His divine plan, even when it’s not immediately apparent to us. 

Intro Prayer
Heavenly Father, as we gather today to reflect on Your word and the messages You have for us, we ask for open 
hearts and minds. Help us to see beyond our current situations and to trust in Your greater plan. May our discussion 
be fruitful and draw us closer to You and to each other. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

Ice Breaker
If you could choose one material to create a piece of art, what would it be and why? 

Key Verses
Romans 8:28 (NIV): “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose.”  
Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV): “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.” 

Questions
1. How does the genealogy of Esau in Genesis 36 help us understand God’s faithfulness? 
2. How does the story of Joseph beginning in Genesis 37 challenge our understanding of favoritism and its impact on 
relationships?  
3. In what ways can we relate to Joseph’s experience of being misunderstood by his family?  
4. How do Joseph’s dreams reveal God’s plan, and how should we respond to God-given visions or dreams today?  
5. What does Joseph’s story teach us about the importance of perspective when facing trials or hardships?  
6. How can we become “grace hunters,” as Helen Thorne suggests, in the midst of life’s messes?  
7. Share a time you were careless with your words. What was the impact of that? Discuss why it is important for 
Christians to be wise in what they say and when they say it. 

Life Application
This week let’s challenge ourselves to step back and look at the bigger picture in our own lives. Where can we see 
God’s hand at work, even amid challenges? Let’s commit to trusting God’s plan and timing, seeking to be grace 
hunters who find His glory in the everyday.

Key Takeaways 
God’s Faithfulness in Genealogies: The genealogy of Esau shows that God’s purposes extend beyond the main 
characters of the Bible. Even those who seem secondary, like Esau, are part of God’s faithful plan, which includes 
raising leaders and fulfilling promises. 

Favoritism and Its Consequences The story of Joseph begins with a clear example of parental favoritism, which leads 
to discord and resentment. This teaches us the importance of treating others equally and the potential harm caused 
by preferential treatment. 

Dreams as Divine Communication: Joseph’s dreams are a vehicle for God’s communication, revealing His sovereignty 
and plan for Joseph’s life. This encourages us to pay attention to how God might be speaking to us, even in 
unexpected ways. 

Perspective in Trials Joseph’s story is a powerful reminder to maintain perspective during trials. By understanding that 
God is working a larger plan, we can find hope and purpose in our struggles, trusting that God is with us through it all. 


