Colossians - Week 7 - Victory in Jesus — Bible Study Helps

Sermon Summary: This sermon from Colossians 2:1-15 warns believers about the dangers of being
deceived by human philosophy, religious traditions, and worldly thinking that contradict Christ. The
sermon emphasizes that Christians must beware of false teachers who attempt to spoil their faith
through empty religious systems, legalism, and man-made wisdom. The core message celebrates
the complete victory Jesus Christ won through His death, burial, and resurrection, and declares that
believers are spiritually complete in Him. The sermon explains the spiritual operation God performs
at salvation—the circumcision of Christ, baptism by the Holy Spirit, and being placed into Christ's
death and resurrection. All sins (past, present, and future) are forgiven and nailed to the cross.
Christ has triumphed over all spiritual powers of darkness, making believers victors through faith.
The sermon calls Christians to reject worldly philosophies and religious additions to the Gospel,
standing firm in the sufficiency of Christ alone.

Key Points:

- Christians face a clear and present danger from false teachers promoting philosophy, vain deceit,
traditions of men, and worldly rudiments instead of Christ

- Beware of man-centered ideas including humanism, relativism, prosperity gospel, legalism, and
any teaching that adds to or diminishes Christ

- Religious traditions and ceremonies that replace obedience to Scripture are dangerous deceptions
- Jesus Christ contains all the fullness of the Godhead bodily, and believers are complete in Him

- At salvation, God performs a spiritual operation: circumcision of Christ (cutting away the flesh),
baptism by the Holy Spirit (sealing believers), and placing them into Christ's death, burial, and
resurrection

- All trespasses are instantly forgiven at salvation—the handwriting of ordinances against us was
nailed to Christ's cross

- Jesus Christ has spoiled principalities and powers, making a public spectacle of His victory over
Satan, sin, death, and hell

- Believers must test all teaching, traditions, and influences against Scripture to determine if they
lead closer to or further from Christ

- Victory belongs to those who have faith in Jesus Christ—Christians are conquerors through Him

- We do not grow beyond Christ; He is the starting point, the path, and the destination

Scripture Reference:

- Colossians 2:1-15 (primary passage)
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- Mark 7:1-13 (Jesus rebuking Pharisees for placing tradition above God's Word)
- Romans 3:23 (all have sinned)

- Romans 6:3-5 (buried and raised with Christ)

- Ephesians 2:1 (dead in trespasses and sins)

- Acts 1:5 (baptized with the Holy Spirit)

- John 19:30 (It is finished)

- 1 John 5:4 (faith overcomes the world)

- Hebrews 2:14 (Christ destroyed him who had power of death)

- Genesis 3:15 (prophecy of Christ bruising Satan's head)

Stories:

- Personal testimony of salvation in the 1990s and receiving a cassette tape with Christian songs,
particularly thanking God for his wife who witnessed to him

- lllustration of going to the Philippines and witnessing people harming themselves (crawling on
knees, bleeding) to approach a Roman Catholic Basilica, believing self-harm pleased God

- Story of buying an infomercial box at 2 AM promising wealth before knowing Christ, which ended
up unused in the closet

- Example of knocking on a neighbor's door with cookies and seeing a "Beware of Dog" sign

- lllustration of Roman triumph celebrations where generals would parade through cities with
captives and spoils of war following behind, approved by the Senate
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Discipleship Questions

How can we distinguish between helpful traditions that draw us closer to Christ and empty traditions
that become substitutes for genuine faith?

In what ways might we be unknowingly following worldly philosophies or cultural values that
contradict biblical truth in our daily decision-making?

What does it mean practically that you are 'complete in Christ' and how should this truth change the
way you approach spiritual growth?

How does understanding the spiritual operation God performed at salvation (circumcision of the
heart, baptism of the Spirit) affect your assurance and confidence as a believer?

Why do you think false teachers and religious deception remain such a persistent threat to believers
throughout history and into our present day?

In what areas of life are you most tempted to add human effort or religious performance to what
Christ has already accomplished for you?

How should the reality that Christ has already triumphed over all spiritual powers change the way
you face daily spiritual battles and opposition?

What role does discernment play in the Christian life, and how can we develop the ability to test
teachings against Scripture rather than accepting them based on popularity or emotion?

If all your past, present, and future sins were nailed to the cross at salvation, how should this truth
impact your relationship with guilt, shame, and condemnation?

How can the church guard against replacing the centrality of Christ with programs, methods, or
cultural relevance while still engaging the world effectively?



Colossians - Week 7 - Victory in Jesus — Bible Study Helps

Small Group Guide: Victory in Jesus

Colossians 2:1-15

Opening Prayer & Icebreaker (10 minutes)

Icebreaker Question: Share about a time when you discovered something you believed was true
turned out to be false. How did that realization affect you?

Sermon Summary (5 minutes)

This week's message warned us about the clear and present danger of false teaching while
celebrating the complete victory we have in Jesus Christ. Paul reminds the Colossian believers (and
us) to beware of philosophies, traditions, and worldly ideas that are not centered on Christ. The good
news: if you're saved, you've already won! In Christ, we are complete, forgiven, and sealed forever.

Discussion Questions
Part 1: The Spoiler Alert (15 minutes)

Read Colossians 2:8

1. What does it mean to be "spoiled" according to this passage? How have you seen this
happen in people's lives?

2. The sermon listed several modern philosophies and traditions that can lead us astray:

e "All paths lead to God"

e "Believe in yourself"
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e "Follow your heart"

e "Truth is relative"
Which of these do you encounter most frequently? How do they contradict Scripture?

3. Read Mark 7:1-13. How did the Pharisees prioritize tradition over God's Word? What
traditions (religious or cultural) might we be holding onto that aren't biblical?

4. Why do you think false teaching is so appealing? \What makes people vulnerable to
being "spoiled"?

Part 2: Complete in Christ (15 minutes)
Read Colossians 2:9-10

5. What does it mean that "in Him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily"? Why
is this truth so important?

6. The sermon emphasized that we are "complete in Him." What are some things people
try to add to Jesus to feel more spiritual or acceptable to God?

7. How does understanding that you're complete in Christ change the way you
approach:

e Your daily walk with God?
e Your struggles with sin?

e Your service in the church?

Part 3: The Operation of God (20 minutes)
Read Colossians 2:11-14

8. The sermon described salvation as a "spiritual operation™ performed by God. What
are the components of this operation according to verses 11-14?

e Spiritual circumcision (cutting away the flesh)
e Baptism by the Holy Spirit (sealed in Christ)
e Buried and raised with Christ

e All sins forgiven (past, present, future)

e The handwriting of ordinances nailed to the cross

9. How does this description of salvation differ from viewing it as just "saying a prayer"
or "going through a ritual"?
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10. The sermon stated that all your sins—past, present, and future—were forgiven the
moment you trusted Christ. How does this truth impact your daily life? Does it give
you freedom or does it make you uncomfortable? Why?

Part 4: Victory Celebration (15 minutes)

Read Colossians 2:15

11. What does it mean that Jesus "spoiled principalities and powers" and "made a show
of them openly"? How does this image of a Roman triumph parade help you understand
what Christ accomplished?

12. If we have complete victory in Christ, why do Christians often live as if they're
defeated? What keeps us from living in victory?

13. How should the truth of Christ's victory change the way we face:

e Temptation?
e Persecution?
¢ Difficult circumstances?

e Spiritual warfare?

Key Takeaways

v Beware of false teaching - Any religious system not centered on Christ is deception, no matter
how moral, intelligent, or religious it appears.

v You are complete in Christ - You don't need to add anything to Jesus. He is sufficient for
everything you need.

v Salvation is God's operation - The moment you trusted Christ, God performed a spiritual
operation: sealing you with the Holy Spirit, forgiving all your sins, and placing you in Christ forever.

v Jesus has already won - Christ conquered sin, death, hell, and Satan. If you're in Christ, you're
on the winning side.

v Test everything by Scripture - Don't blindly accept teaching because it sounds good, feels right,
or is popular. Measure all teaching against God's Word.
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Practical Applications

This Week's Challenge:

Choose ONE of the following to put into practice:

1.

Discernment Audit: Evaluate the teaching you're consuming (books, podcasts, music,
social media, teachers). Ask: "Does this bring me closer to Jesus Christ or further away?"
Remove or limit exposure to anything that doesn't pass the test.

Tradition Test: Identify one religious tradition or practice in your life. Ask:

Is this biblical?

Does this help me obey God's Word?

Have | elevated this tradition above Scripture?

Does this glorify Christ or make me feel religious?

Victory Living: Identify one area where you've been living like a defeated Christian. Write
out the biblical truth about your victory in Christ related to that area. Memorize one verse and
speak it aloud when facing that struggle.

Gratitude Journal: Each day this week, write down one aspect of what God did for you at
salvation (from Colossians 2:11-15). Thank Him specifically for that work.

Witness with Confidence: Share the gospel with one person this week, emphasizing the
complete work of Christ and the victory believers have in Him.

Memory Verse

Colossians 2:10 - "And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power."
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Prayer Focus (10 minutes)
Pray together as a group:

e Thanksgiving: For the complete victory we have in Jesus Christ

¢ Confession: For times we've sought fulfillment in things other than Christ or followed worldly
philosophies

e Petition: For discernment to recognize false teaching and the courage to stand on God's
Word

¢ Intercession: For those who are trapped in false religions or man-made traditions, that they
would find freedom in Christ

Before Next Week

¢ Read Colossians 2:16-23 (next week's passage)

e Reflect on this question: What religious rules or regulations have you been following that
aren't found in Scripture?

e Share your "This Week's Challenge" progress with an accountability partner

Leader's Notes

e Be prepared for discussions about specific denominations or religious practices. Keep the
focus on Scripture rather than attacking specific groups.

e Some may struggle with the concept of eternal security ("all sins forgiven—past, present,
future"). Be ready to address concerns with Scripture.

e Encourage transparency about areas where group members have been influenced by
worldly thinking.

e Celebrate testimonies of victory in Christ!
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5-Day Devotional: Victory in Jesus

Day 1: Rooted in Christ Alone

Reading: Colossians 2:6-7

Devotional: The Christian life begins and ends with Jesus Christ. We don't graduate beyond Him to
more advanced spiritual truths—He is the anchor for our souls. Paul reminds us that just as we
received Christ by faith, we must continue walking in Him daily. Being "rooted and built up in Him"
means our entire spiritual foundation rests on Christ, not human wisdom or religious achievement.
Today, examine where you're seeking fulfillment. Are you looking to worldly philosophies, self-help
programs, or religious rituals? Or are you digging deeper into Jesus Himself? He is sufficient. You
need nothing beyond what you already have in Christ. Let thanksgiving overflow as you recognize
the completeness you possess in Him.

Day 2: Beware of Empty Philosophies
Reading: Colossians 2:8; Matthew 7:15-20

Devotional: The world constantly offers attractive alternatives to biblical truth—philosophies that
sound intelligent, traditions that feel religious, and ideas that promise fulfillment. Yet Paul issues a
stark warning: "Beware lest any man spoil you." The enemy seeks to plunder your faith through
clever arguments and enticing words. Whether it's the belief that humanity is basically good, that all
paths lead to God, or that truth is relative, these empty deceits contradict Scripture. Discernment is
your Christian duty. Test every teaching against God's Word. Does it center on Jesus Christ? Does it
align with biblical truth? Don't blindly accept ideas because they sound good or come from popular
voices. Filter everything through Scripture, and cling to Christ alone as your source of wisdom and
truth.

Day 3: The Divine Operation
Reading: Colossians 2:11-13; Ephesians 2:1-5

Devotional: Salvation is not a religious ritual—it's a divine operation performed by God Himself. The
moment you trusted Christ, the Holy Spirit performed spiritual surgery: cutting away the power of
your sinful flesh, sealing your spirit, and placing you into Christ's death, burial, and resurrection. You
were dead in sin, but God made you alive! This wasn't something you accomplished; God did it all.
Your spirit that was dead is now eternally alive. You've been baptized by the Spirit into union with
Jesus. This means you're secure—sealed until the day you see Him face to face. Stop living as
though your salvation depends on your performance. You're already complete in Christ. Let this truth
anchor your identity and fuel your worship today.
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Day 4: Forgiven—Past, Present, and Future
Reading: Colossians 2:13-14; Psalm 103:8-12

Devotional: Imagine a document listing every sin you've ever committed—every lie, every selfish
act, every rebellion against God. The weight of that guilt would crush you. But here's the glorious
truth: Jesus took that list and nailed it to His cross. The handwriting of ordinances against you has
been blotted out, erased, removed forever. God doesn't just forgive some sins or forgive you
temporarily until you mess up again. He forgave ALL your trespasses—past, present, and future—in
one glorious moment when you trusted Christ. You don't live under condemnation anymore. Stop
carrying guilt that Jesus already carried. Stop performing to earn what's already been freely given.
Walk in the freedom of complete forgiveness, and let gratitude transform how you live for Him today.

Day 5: Living as More Than Conquerors
Reading: Colossians 2:15; Romans 8:31-39

Devotional: Jesus didn't just win a narrow victory—He triumphed completely over sin, death, hell,
and Satan. He made a public spectacle of the powers of darkness, leading them as captives in His
victory parade. And here's the amazing part: when you trusted Christ, you were placed into Him. His
victory is your victory. You're not barely surviving; you're more than a conqueror through Christ. Yes,
life brings trials, persecution, and pain. But none of these things separate you from God's love or
diminish your victory in Jesus. The war is already won. Live today with the confidence of a victor, not
the fear of a victim. Let your life display the triumph of Christ. Share the gospel boldly, knowing that
in Jesus, you win—now and forever.



